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Life Membership to ‘Ian Cane’
CONGRATULATIONS
Ian Cane was awarded Life Membership to our club the Gippsland
Apiarist Assoc. (GAA). Ian said that his wife Robyn Cane was
beside him every step of the way. See Page 3.
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53rd Annual General Meeting - Saturday 6th April 2019
Maffra Community Hall
The meeting started at 9am with about 30 people in attendance. The President Neville Hirth said
what a busy year it was and listed the many activities.
The Resources Committee reported that the minister said the beekeeping industry must be taken
into consideration in the new Forest Agreements. There are 4 Forest Agreements in Victoria and a
really good outcome looks possible for the next few years. Timber and beekeeping must have an
equitable agreement.
Mick Camilleri: Informed us that the Wild Fires burnt a lot of country around Dargo and Dinner plain.
Mick bought up about bee sites and that DELP had cut part of our bee sites. They burn those coupes
and we loose all the pollination for another 30 or 40 years. They burn around the outside, then get a
helicopter and bomb the inside. The burns are far too hot and it kills all the native ground flora,
heath, hakea etc as well as killing all the animals and does a lot of damage to our forests. They clear
fell and take a lot of our bee sites, so that’s another thing they need to consider. We pay rent for
those coupes, so they can’t take part of our bee sites. They used to leave buffer zones but they don’t
anymore.
They should do select logging and thinning and have a buffer zone so we have a productive bee site.
We would rather see a cool running fire burn, not these very hot burns that destroy everything. Kate
Hill took notes on the beekeepers concerns let’s hope it’s followed through in the new Forest
Agreements.
Adjoining Groups Reports – Mick Camilleri for the Orbost Group said they have about 100 people of
which about 20 turn up from the outlying areas every month and are keen to learn about
beekeeping. Penny Gray works in conjunction which is good. We are going to have a day with my
bees to see hive management and going to Bairnsdale to see a flow hive.
Neil Barraclough Sale Beekeeping Group has a group that put queens into a hive and had a mead
making session. A good friendly bunch turns up and the Facebook group is an easy way to get
information across. We have 500 or 600 people on Facebook.
Luke Wilson started a Traralgon group and generally it consistently has about 20 members turn up
each month at the greyhound club. Lots of new beekeepers and we all have a good yack.
South Gippsland Beekeepers Stan Glowacki said they have about 100 members and 30 – 40
members every month. They are having a beekeeping Field Day in Mirboo North in Spring.
Bill Ringin reported that The Bunyip Beekeeper has gone into receivership and had left a number of
people without help. Bill stressed that our club are willing to mentor new beekeepers that need help.
AGM Cont’d
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Life Membership was awarded to Ian Cane for his dedication to the Beekeeping Industry over many
years. Ian said that he could not have achieved so much without his wife Robyn working by his side.
The Cane family are highly respected in the Beekeeping Industry and through the generations have
contributed greatly to assisting the Industry to where it is today.
Below is Ian Cane, his parents Keith and Thelma Cane and his wife Robyn Cane

Keith Cane

Thelma Cane

Ian Cane

Robyn Cane

Life Members that were present at the GAA meeting in the photograph below.

Bill Ringin

Mick Camilleri

Keith Cane

Ron Branch

Ian Cane

AGM Cont’d next page
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AGM Cont’d - The Elections took place and all positions were filled. The following are the main
position holders.
President: Neville Hirth, Vice President: Brian Teese, Treasurer: Rob West, Secretary: Sue Harding,
Assistant Secretary: Bill Ringin. Committee and Resources Members plus members above: Ian Cane,
Neil Barraclough, Mick Camilleri, Clive Hammett, Luke Wilson. Newsletter: Editor: Linda Filsell.
The shake up was that Sue Harding has stepped up to the Secretarial position with Bill Ringin handing
it over after at least 25 years in the job and is now ready to assist Sue. Congratulations to everyone.
A big Thank You to Bill Ringin , for the years of dedication he has
put in as Secretary to the GAA. He has held the club together for
over 25 years and we appreciate such generosity of time and
spirit. Without Bill, a lot just would not have happened. He has
always supported the Field Days, and any other activities the
club has been involved in. He has generously given articles and
photos for this Newsletter. He gives new beekeepers a lot of
mentorship, demonstrations and helps them no end on their
way. He is often at schools teaching the littlies about bees and
how they help our food source. We wish you well in the future
Bill with the other four clubs you are involved in and hope you
keep your hand in with the GAA. We can’t do without you.
Regional Forest Agreement Review – Speaker:
Kate Hill, of DELWP Bairnsdale, spoke on the
current RFA review, and the impact these
agreements may have on beekeepers on public
land. Kate Hill responded to questions and
concerns and will take them back for
consideration and resolution . Kate understands
our concerns and hopefully she is in a position to
influence the authorities to really put our

Right: Neville Hirth giving Kate Hill a gift.

concerns into place. We are hopeful the new Forest
Agreements will do this.
Bioactive Honey Speaker: Geoff Seers (pictured right)
A Gippsland apiarist, Geoff Seers has done a considerable
amount of work in this area and spoke on the testing of, and
benefits from these active honeys, their healing and medicinal
properties. See page 9 for more information.
AGM Continues on Pages 9, 13 and 15.

GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Winter Management

Your bees should be packed down for winter by now. Entrances made smaller say about three
fingers wide, or the width of a beetle trap. A full depth Brood box and one honey box (either full
depth or an Ideal) on top full of capped honey. Put the Hive mat on top of the frames in the top
box to prevent condensation dripping onto your bees and making them cold over winter. Packing
down your hive had full instructions in the last newsletter. Send me an email if you want a copy.
Why make the entrance smaller? It stops a cold draft and it requires fewer bees to guard the
entrance. It also prevents insects etc from invading your hive.
Ensure Hives tilted slightly forward to allow condensation to run out of the hive. Beetle traps
can’t get wet.
Beetle trap. Insert a new trap through the entrance when closing down
to last the winter. Beetles are not such a problem during winter.
Winter sun and wind protection. Your bees need the winter sun, and
erect some kind of wind protection such as straw bales.
Bees cluster together when cold and shake to keep warm. This uses
energy which means they eat their stores more quickly. A wind break and the sun help them keep
warm and therefor they will eat less stores.
Queen Excluder Remove so that the queen can be kept warm in the centre of the cluster. If you
leave the excluder on she is separated from the main cluster and may become chilled.
What is a hive mat? It’s an old piece of vinyl that you can get from a floor covering shop. A left
over piece, or a sample they don’t use any more. It’s cut to cover the frames with a margin around
the edge allowing the bees to get up past it. Or core flute from a Real Estate sign. The slightly furry
underneath of the vinyl can catch hive beetles, but it is placed on top of the frames under the lid
to stop condensation dripping on the bees.
Feeding: Should now be complete. It’s too cold now for bees to cure and cap the sugar syrup. If
you have a top feeder that fits in under the lid, it can be left on as insulation, and it’s there in early
spring if you need to feed.
Top Honey box. If the top box is nearly empty and you haven’t had time to feed them, it is better
to put the fullest frames of honey into the bottom brood box and push the bees down into one
box. It’s no good making them keep two boxes warm if the top box is almost empty.
One box of bees: There is unlikely to be enough stores to get the bees through winter with only a
brood box. If you have the option join it to another hive. If not, you will have to feed them through
winter with thick syrup. Feed 1 litre of warm, thick syrup at a time so that it doesn’t go off and let
a little trickle down onto the frames. The bees will follow the trail to the feeder and that helps
them find it. Check in 2 days and if they have taken the syrup, give another litre. They need to feed
on fresh syrup. When they stop feeding on the syrup, stop feeding the bees. On a warm day of 17
or 18 deg check to see how they are going.
Always leave good stores on your hive for winter. 6 good frames of capped honey in the top box
plus whatever is in the brood box will see them through in Gippsland. Total about 8 frames of
mostly capped honey.
The Queen: Hopefully you checked the viability of the queen in early autumn, and if her brood
pattern was good and she is a young queen then she should be fine to get through the winter. If
she is an old queen then she may not last through the winter rendering your hive queenless.
A queenless hive: If the queen has died leaving your hive queenless, the hive will try to breed a
new queen. If there was any young brood they will immediately feed some with Royal Jelly to
breed a new emergency queen (not high quality). But at this time of the year when she takes her
maiden flight there will be few drones to mate with so she will be infertile. If there was no young
GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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brood the hive will probably die out. The best thing to do in this case is to unite it with a healthy
colony that has a good queen. The method to unite a hive was in the last newsletter.
A drone layer may adopt being a queen if the hive has become queenless. A drone layer is a
female worker bee that can only lay drones as she has never been mated. Those drones will be
laid in Worker size cells so they will be stunted. This accelerates the decline of the hive.
Check for Drone layers: Look for scattered cells and some cells will have 2 eggs in the one cell.
The eggs are laid on the side of the cells as a drone layer doesn’t have a long enough abdomen to
lay in the bottom of the cell. Unite the hive (using the proper technique as described in the last
newsletter) with a hive that has a good queen, this will fix the problem.
Hefting or lifting the back of your hive: Lift the back of your hive to get a feel of its weight; this
gives you an idea of the honey stores in the hive. Try and remember what the weight feels like. Do
this monthly through the winter months, if it starts feeling light and empty you may need to feed.
Leave your hive closed: If you lift the lid to see how your bees are going through winter it just
allows a cold draft to chill the hive. All the work the bees have done to keep it warm will be a
waste of their energy. So leave your hive closed. To gauge the store level of your hive, lift the back
and feel the weight.
Winter pollen and nectar: Depending on the plants in your garden or area, your bees may be able
to collect a little winter pollen and nectar on a fine day, which will help with their stores.
Sugar Syrup: Is only used in an emergency. It keeps the bees alive if they are starving but it has
very little nutritional value, so always leave plenty of honey for the bees to keep them healthy to
rear the next generation.
Early spring: If there is honey in the hive for early spring, it gives the bees a really good start to
build up young bees for a healthy strong hive.

Winter Treatment as a preventative for Small Hive Beetle and Wax Moth
1. After
packing
down
hives,
there are a
number of boxes and
frames that need to be
stored over winter ready
for the next season.
2. We don’t want wax moth
getting into them and find
next spring when you want to re-use them they have been ruined. To prevent this:
3. Using your hive tool clean up the boxes and frames from propolis and burr comb,
don’t leave it lying on the ground, dispose of it in the garbage.
4. A box including frames will fit into a small chest freezer, leave for 2 nights and then
pull out and let dry for a few hours.
5. Store in sealed clear plastic containers or big garbage bags and
seal with tape.
6. Some boxes may need repair and painting and frames may
need repair or discarded. Do this before the freezer treatment.
7. Freezing for 2 days will kill all stages of wax moth and small
hive beetle larvae giving you a good start in spring.
8. Screened bottom boards assist bees to get rid of small hive beetle.
9. Packing down to 2 boxes means the bees have a better chance of controlling SHB
10. Strong hives with plenty of bees to each frame will keep these pests at bay.
GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Breakfast with Toni Childs in Warragul - May 02, 2019 at the Earth Market Café.
https://amnplify.com.au/toni-childs-2019-retrospectiveaustralian-tour/
Article by: Sue Harding
Photos: Sue Harding and Bill Ringin
During 2020 Toni Childs is touring Australia far and
wide. In selected towns along the tour route across the
country, Toni will be hosting beekeeper breakfasts which will be organised by local beekeepers or
interested parties. Toni will share an online Beekeepers Survey as well as take photos and interview
local beekeepers at each event. She wants to know what concerns we Beekeepers have about the
bee and the Beekeeping industry. Along with these breakfast’s there will be activities that the
communities can involve themselves in, all designed to promote an understanding of the Honey bee.
Twelve Beekeepers from West Gippsland, Morwell and Hazelwood South attended.
Wow!!! Toni’s passion and sheer
enthusiasm for bees is all
consuming, making her an amazing
ambassador for the Honey Bee and
all matters related to the keeping,
maintenance and wellbeing of bees.
Toni wants to shine a light on the
real ‘Rock Stars’ on the planet Beekeepers. Beekeepers are the
first line of defence and protectors
who can speak for the bee, the bee
being our major pollinators of the
foods we rely on.
Her aim is to bring together
Beekeepers from all over Australia and
many other places/countries as she
travels the world. To draw attention to
the plight of the Honey Bee.
Tony talked about her keenness for
pollination and beekeepers to take a
higher profile and promote pollination.
Bees are under threat to some degree
with pesticides neonicotinoids. She
wants us to become more vocal and
advocates for food security and the
environment. The meeting went on from
8.30 till 9.30 or so. Tony is in on the
ground floor encouraging beekeepers to promote food security.
Cont’d next page

GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au

Gippsland Apiarist Association Newsletter

Page 8 of 20

Cont’d from previous page. Tony asked our 12 local beekeepers a number of questions and gave
them a hard copy of the comprehensive questionnaire. She also asked them to promote the online
Questionnaire. Not only will this promote the beekeeping industry, but those filling out the
questionnaire could also learn a lot about what is available to the industry as it has links to
important information.
Her show will also promote and support the Honey Bee and Beekeepers. Whilst travelling Toni
intends to draw attention to the use of the various chemicals being used by some farmers and others
which reduce the honey bees immunity and resistance to the many diseases they can have.
Toni has asked us all to participate in the online survey, which can be accessed through her web
page “Toni Childs Retrospective Tour 2019” or at: https://forms.gle/UsqDVHYHfvNxuK1C9
The results of which will be collated and published after the tour. Please note: that the front page
(your details) are not linked to the survey itself. So, you can be completely honest in your answers.

Toni will be a guest at the 2020 Queensland Beekeeping Association Conference at Longreach.

Premium New Zealand Honey Producer Admits
Adding Chemicals: Media
MELBOURNE (Reuters) -

By Lidia Kelly

A New Zealand Company pleaded guilty on Thursday to

charges of adding artificial chemicals to its premium Manuka honey, media reported, in a
flagship prosecution over a product that is high-value export for the country.
New Zealand Food Safety filed the case against Auckland-based Evergreen Life Ltd
whose products were pulled from shelves in 2016 by the Ministry for Primary Industries,
which said they might contain “non-approved substances”.
Demand for honey, which is believed to have health and cosmetics benefits, has been
growing globally, especially for Manuka honey, collected from the flowers of plants native to
New Zealand and Australia.
Different species of the plant grow in other parts of the world but they do not produce the
flowers needed for the honey, making Manuka more expensive, with a small jar selling for
up to a few hundred dollars.
Evergreen had been allegedly adding synthetic chemicals to increase the levels of the antibacterial agents, allowing the company to sell the honey at a higher price, according to the
public-service Radio New Zealand.
In 2017, New Zealand exported nearly $270 million worth of honey, nearly double what it
was in 2013. Manuka honey is considered behind most of the exports.
Sentencing in the Evergreen case is scheduled for later this month.

GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Antibacterial Honey – Extract from a presentation at the AGM by Geoff Seers
Australian Government Research conducted in 2010 shows that: Numerous Australian honeys are
shown to have levels of antibacterial activity that could be useful in treating skin and wound
infections. Also research shows that honey has potent activity against numerous problematic microorganisms, including bacteria and fungi that are resistant to other drugs and bacteria growing on
biofilms.
This research will benefit the beekeeping industry by showing that Australian Honey has the
potential to become internationally-recognised, potent, non-toxic, topical antimicrobial agent.
The market for such products is almost limitless. It is clear that honey is under-utilised as a modern
infection control agent, especially against problematic pathogens.
It can be used against pathogens that are notoriously difficult to treat conventionally. The lab results
presented argue the potential for honey to prevent infections (especially in hospital settings) be
investigated.
Numerous beekeepers from around the country kindly supplied us with honey for the survey of
Australian Honeys. Clinical isolates of a variety of bacterial species were provided from various
hospitals including the Centre for Infectious Diseases and Microbiology for our testing.
Exceptionally high activity was also seen in hydrogen peroxide dependent honeys derived from Marri
(C.calophylla; median activity 25.7, maximum 29.7) and Jarrah (E. marginata; median activity 25.1,
maximum 31.4) from WA. To our knowledge these are the most potent antibacterial honeys yet
reported. Suitable for treating Chronic Wound Infections.

“Antibiotic resistance is an urgent world health problem” says project leader Professor Liz Harry
from the University of Technology Sydney. In the face of the declining power of antibiotics, honey is
increasingly being used to heal wounds. Honey has several properties that make it ideal as a
treatment for chronic wounds. It has potent antibacterial activity and bacteria don’t appear to
become resistant to it.
Australian Beekeepers could increase their profits by 50% a year. Antibacterial Activity of Honey
derived from Australian Flora was found in over half of the 477 samples submitted. This is a
significant percentage.

GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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We have many more plants in Australia showing activity than New Zealand. The level of activity has
been measured and shown in the Table that follows:

Australian
results

New Zealand
results

Geoff Seers gets honey that he buys tested by an independent laboratory and the results can all be
seen. His honey shows the results and
shows what level of bioactivity each
batch has. The higher the rating the
more potent it is and higher level of
activity it has. This honey can be eaten
for stomach and internal problems
(Geoff has customers reporting great
results with Crones disease, bowel
and stomach and immune system
problems). As well as used externally
on wounds. It has been used on
people and animals with great
success.
As can be seen by the Table above,
our Jelly Bush (82 varieties) is similar
to New Zealand (3 varieties), but our
eucalypt trees go far and above
anything New Zealand can produce.
We need to capitalise on this
opportunity and plant forests of it,
windbreaks, nature strips, nature
reserves, gardens. We need to market
and advertise it. This honey brings in premium prices our beekeepers have never seen before.
Geoff Seers’ son Phillip sells antibacterial honey of various levels of activity at markets around
Gippsland. Our beekeepers need to step up, grow it and promote it to their advantage.
GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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GAA Survey Results

Yes, we have the results for us and for you. Thank you to all the
members who completed this short survey to give us (the GAA
committee) some ideas and suggestions going forward. It has
certainly given us a guideline on what to include in the coming
year and how we can deliver and provide all of you, our members
with more information and services now and in the future.
The results were very positive and confirmed what we are doing is what you want, but you also
gave us a better insight into tailoring activities to meet your particular needs and areas of interest.
Summary of responses:










Field Days – very positive response, with members wanting a Field Day each year to
continue. A request was made to not run Programs concurrently on Field Days.
Attended Field Days – some of you have attended several Field Days at various locations.
More Activities – more talks by researchers, information on trees and plants identification
and flowering, uses of honey and wax – (cooking, wax products), keep it practical.
Where – rotate activities around Gippsland, but predominantly East Gippsland
Flyers, Information Leaflets - hobbyist are looking for information on many different topics,
and would like more flyers.
Education/ Web site – a lot of useful information on the Website. Flyers using that
information could be made for people without computers or the Internet.
Facebook - had a positive response from those that have the Internet. A number of members
in East Gippsland and the outer areas cannot get the Internet.
Newsletter – very good, useful, look forward to receiving it. So of course newsletters will
continue. We shall try and put an article from the website into each issue as requested.
Other ideas – Many of you indicated you would attend a Requeening Day.
 Some of you wanted an Arbour day.
 The Pack Down day didn’t have as many responses as the other two days. Some of
you had already followed the directions in the Newsletter.
 Wax Moth and Hive Beetle Information plus managing pests and diseases was also
requested.
 Future problems expected in beekeeping.
 Splitting hives – requeening
 Queen health and Bee health
 Collecting and looking after swarms
 Swarm management and prevention
 Queen breeding for beginners
 Combining Colonies
 Have a You Tube Channel for Australian videos (Anyone out there willing to do this?)

Thanks for all of your suggestions; the committee will start planning these activities into our next
twelve months. We will keep you informed and continue providing you with information on how to
manage your bees.

GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Beekeeping partnership recognised with National Award
Agriculture Victoria’s Apiary Program was honoured with
the 2019 Australian Biosecurity Award (Government
Category) at the Australian Biosecurity Awards ceremony in
Canberra on Tuesday.
The award recognises the long-term partnership between
Agriculture Victoria and the beekeeping industry, which was
put into practice in June 2018 when an exotic bee parasite,
Varroa mite, was detected at the Port of Melbourne.
A joint State Quarantine Response Team was activated at the time to support Agriculture Victoria’s
response to the detection. This included extensive beehive surveillance by the 150 private
beekeepers across Victoria who have been trained, and are nationally accredited, to be deployed as
field team members in the event of an incursion or detection of exotic bee parasites or diseases.

Consultation Outcomes
Changes to the Livestock Disease Control
Regulations 2017 to adopt the Australian Honey Bee
Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice.
An outline of the key changes to the Livestock Disease Control
Regulations 2017 (the Regulations) was made available via the Engage Victoria website between February and
March 2019. Beekeepers and industry bodies, such as the Victorian Farmers’ Federation, Victorian Apiarists’
Association, Australian Honey Bee Industry Council and multiple Victorian beekeeping clubs were individually
contacted to alert them of the consultation and the opportunity to provide feedback regarding the proposed
amendments.
There were two common concerns expressed throughout the submissions, which have been addressed by
modifying the amendment legislation.
Concern was expressed with:
1. The proposal for hives to have only one entrance per colony. This requirement was aimed at
increasing a bee colony’s ability to guard the hive to prevent robbing and the potential spread of
diseases. In consideration of hives produced and sold with varying designs and entrances, it was
accepted that this requirement would be too burdensome to comply with. Agriculture Victoria agreed
to revise this proposed amendment to allow multiple entrances to hives.
2. The proposed wording that “a beekeeper must not allow their hive to become infected with pests or
disease or attract robber bees”. This requirement has been re-drafted to contain the same intent but
make it clearer and easier to comply with.
Once the new Regulations are finalised, a link to the updated Regulations will be distributed to industry and
other stakeholders and made available on the Agriculture Victoria website. If you require additional
information, please contact Agriculture Victoria via honeybee.biosecurity@ecodev.vic.gov.au.

GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Recent Innovations in Beekeeping – Speaker at the AGM
By: John Edmonds
John Edmonds, (pictured right) a beekeeper, operator of Edmonds
Honey Geelong, and supplier of equipment and queen bees, spoke of
his early days in beekeeping and then some recent innovations in the
industry.
John has seen a number of changes over his time and in the way
industry has gone.
He limited his discussion to some that he has found beneficial to his bees.
Various pollen supplements and nutrition mixes have been used over time
and one John recently found successful was a product called 'AgriSea'.
This is a liquid supplement which is added to sugar syrup, which improves
general brood rearing in a hive, and was a great help with his queen
rearing operation.

Section honey production is a growing and
lucrative area of his business, and based on work
by another beekeeper, John has developed
'Eazycomb', a slightly modified 'ideal' frame, that
during a good honey flow, will yield 6 clean frames
of section honey quickly and ready for market out of a standard 8 frame 'ideal' box. The honey is
untouched by hand and doesn’t candy as quickly.
Hive Scales: John has found, after some experimentation that hive scales that automatically
monitor the weight of a hive, have saved him many miles and hours in inspections. The scales also
highlighted to him how much wind impacts on nectar collection. As a side benefit, the scales also
alerted him to any unexpected hive disturbance. (For further information see Johns advert in the
Classifieds)
Panel Discussion at the AGM. A panel of experienced beekeepers were invited to respond to
some of the common questions that often confront bee-keepers. The panel consisted of Ian
Cane, Ron Branch, Mick Camilleri, Clive Hammet, and Luke Wilson.
A range of questions were answered on numerous topics. Some of the areas discussed were
overwintering of hives, requeening colonies, disease identification, wax dipping of equipment and
plastic or timber boxes and frames. Many variables affect the response to the questions, and a
wide spectrum of conditions such as location, time of year, colony strength and stores collected
will impact on the precise answer.
GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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LONDON’S BEST HONEY COMES FROM ROOFTOP HIVES - www.bermondseystreetbees.co.uk

By: John Kennedy
Yes - you can keep bees successfully to
produce high quality, multiple award-winning
honey on your rooftop in a high building
density major city like London!
On my recent trip to the UK, I spent a morning
with Dale Gibson who runs Bermondsey Street
Bees along with his wife Sarah Wyndham
Lewis from their home within the confines of the city. Their
townhouse is in Bermondsey Street not far from London
Bridge railway station and virtually within the shadow of the
giant city landmark building known as ‘The Shard’. With
ninety-two storeys and almost one thousand feet high The
Shard is the tallest commercial building in Europe.
Dale is a former stockbroker in the City but with origins in
Dale
Gibson on
rural England he wanted to get back into an appropriate
his
rooftop
pursuit and keeping bees has given him exactly that.
Currently has about ten hives on the roof of his delightful
four level townhouse and in addition has more hives in the fields of Suffolk
The hives sit on the brick parapet walls of the building. From this height you can see all the surrounding city
scape including The Shard which is not all that
Dale Gibson and Sarah
distance away. Dale points out that his rooftop bees
Wyndham Lewis
can and do access a surprisingly diverse collection of
vegetation. This includes a number of parks and
gardens and window box plantings which are quite
popular in inner city areas in particular.
Dale is also working as an advisor and supporter of
the redevelopment of London’s parklands,
especially to ensure that a bee-friendly mix of
vegetation is considered and planted. This is
important as it is reckoned there are about 3,000
rooftop hives within a ten-kilometre radius of the
City centre. That the City of London Honey produced under the Bermondsey Street Bees label is high quality
is reflected in a succession of awards claimed.
These have included being judged London’s Best Honey and Best Rooftop Honey at the major annual
National Honey Show many times including as Best Honey in the Show in several years. The National Honey
Show (the 2018 edition was the 87th) often attracts up to 2,000 entries in the honey category from all parts of
the UK and Ireland so it presents powerful competition.
Cont’d next page
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Cont’d from previous page. Other successes have included Small Artisan Producer of the Year, together with
multiple Great Taste and Urban Food awards as well as awards for their packaging.
Sarah Wyndham Lewis is an active partner in the Bermondsey Street Bees business. Sarah has recently
published her book “Planting for Honey Bees” subtitled ‘The Grower’s Guide to Creating a Buzz’. Whilst it is
written in a UK context it has already been released in two European languages and an Australian release is
likely to be in the wings.
Running for about ten minutes the Bermondsey Street Bees video segment is well worth watching.
The Balvenie series: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sAY4agkIOwM
Editor’s Note: I enjoyed watching this video that shows a different way of uncapping honey. I found it
interesting and enjoyable and definitely worth spending the 10 minutes watching it. What the Brits call a
Spinner, we also call an Extractor.

AGM Speaker Stan Glowacki: Australian Native Bees are numerous and widespread across the
country, particularly in our warmer regions. Stan Glowacki of Jeeralang, near Morwell has studied
these bees for some years and spoke about the species he has seen in Gippsland. They are similar to
wasps in some respects but bees are vegetarians and use plant pollen instead, hence their value as
pollinators of our crops.
Most native bees in Southern Australia are solitary bees, rather than a colony bee like the European
honey bee. There are native colony bees, but they only inhabit the warmer and more northern areas
of the continent. Stan spoke about a dozen or so species, particularly the blue banded bee, which is
quite common, that he has discovered on his Gippsland property.
Stan also outlined the benefits of a 'bee friendly' garden. These are plants, often natives that yield
both nectar and pollen, and can flower over an extended period.
Cut-leaf daisy Brachysomes, Lavender, Basil, Thyme, Sage, Rosemary, Flowering Gums, Hakeas, Purple
Coral Pea Hardenbergia violacea, Grevillea’s, Salvias, Westringia’s, Bottlebrush and Crowea’s are just
a few.

Above left: Blue banded bee. Above: Blue banded bees cling to grass stems overnight.
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Mentors List
The following beekeepers are happy to chat and help with any queries or questions. If you
live nearby one of the beekeepers you may be able to go and watch them at work or they
may be able to pop over and show you how to check your hives. This is all done under a
voluntary basis.
Name
Linda Filsell
Bill Ringin
Rob West
Luke Wilson
Neville Hirth
Mick Camilleri
Clive Hammet
Neil Barraclough (After 7pm)
Brian Teese

Area
Warragul
Moe
Traralgon
Traralgon
Sale
Lakes Entrance
Swan Reach
Stratford (after 7pm)
Maffra

Phone Number
0438 266 348
0498 594 897
0431 475 784
0438 326 096
0417 347 688
5155 3100
5156 4697
0429 888 706
0419 539 574

For Leongatha area the South Gippsland Beekeepers have a
mentors list.

Upcoming Event: VFF Beekeeping Branch – Sunday May 26th – Almond
Pollination Introductory Day. 1pm – 4pm - Harcourt Reserve, Binghams Rd.,
Harcourt. $10 per person. Guest Speakers: Ross Skinner CEO of the Almond Board,
Trevor Monson Almond Broker, Joe Riordan Senior Apiary Inspector, Peter
McDonald AHBIC Chairman.

For further information Contact: John Edmonds 0412 735 179
With thanks to:

Photocopying the Newsletter: Important Notice:
For those members that have an email address it would be
appreciated if you could give us that instead of a postal
address. Our printed copies need to be kept to an absolute
minimum.
Of course if you don’t have an email address then we shall
print out copies. As you can understand email copies don’t cost
us anything which allows us to keep our membership costs very
low. Please call me (Linda) on 0438 266 348 and give me your
email address if you have one. Thank you for that.

Jeff Bourman MLC
Phone (03) 5623 2999 Office: 1/9
Napier Street, Warragul 3820
For printing of this newsletter
funded from Parliament’s
Electorate Office and
Communications budget
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Classifieds

Classifieds

Classifieds

John can be contacted Phone: 03 5264 1245 or email edmondshoney@gmail.com

TALK TO US

VISIT US
5 Lower Duneed Rd., Mt Duneed
Vic 3217

Phone: (03) 5264 1245
Fax: (03) 5264 1661
edmondshoney@gmail.com

Stan Glowacki Jeeralang Apiaries

Beginner Beekeeping booklets

For all your Beekeeping Supplies

only $2.00 Plus Postage.

Phone: 5122 2641
jeeralangapairy@bigpond.com

email: bbbabarton@gmail.com
Contact Bronwyn Barton on

0433 035 143.

60 Koala Drive, Jeeralang Junction

Fishers Beekeeping Supplies
are the sole distributors of Beeco Smokers
in the Gippsland region.
South Gippsland Beekeeping Equip.

.

John Shine
Bee Boxfor
Makers
Biosecurity
Beautiful
Quality
beekeepers
Phone: 0490 206 179
Online course

Phone Rob 0437 501 133
or Sharon 5664 4323

Follow the links

www.fishersbeekeeping.com

http://beeaware.org.au/training/

BLUE TREE HONEY FARM
th

Warragul Farmers Market 15 June
Phone for other market dates
Phone Rob 0437 501 133

Members
56 Whiters St., Lakes
Entrance
Adverts
are free
johnshine1@bigpond.com
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Upcoming Events
GAA

Phone: Secretary
Sue Harding to book lunch
0408 343 779

or Email:

hardstein@bigpond.com

OR Phone: Brian Teese:

2019
Solstice Lunch:
Sunday June 23rd.
Time: 12noon
Venue: The Tinamba
Hotel, 4-6 TinambaSeaton Rd, Tinamba
Victorian Apiarist Association 120th Conference will
be held in Mildura on 4th 5th and 6th June
Go to: https://www.vicbeekeepers.com.au/event3259428 for details.

0419 539 574.
www.gippslandbees.org.au

The 2nd Victorian Beekeepers Conference.
Date: Saturday 15th June 2019 - 8:30am – 5:00pm
Cost: $155.00 per person

South Gippsland Branch
President: Bron Barton - 0433
035 143
Secretary: Colin Goodwin - 0438
545 145

2nd Thursday of each month starting
at 7.30pm at St Peters Anglican Church Hall,
Leongatha. The meeting is followed by supper with
tea, coffee and nibbles.
For more information go to their website at:

http://www.southgippslandbeekeepers.org.au/
South Gippsland Beekeepers
Facebook Page
West Gippsland Community
Group

West Gippsland Beekeepers
Central Gippsland
Sale Beekeeping Group
Phone Neil Barraclough
0429 888 706
neilbarra@bigpond.com

4th Wednesday of the month at 7pm – located at
the YFC Rooms 22 Normanby Street Warragul
See Facebook page for more details
At Sale Greyhound Club 3rd Saturday of the month at
10.30am in the Champions room.
Next meeting: Call Renee please.

Renee Phillips 0428 251 802
Traralgon Club
Luke Wilson 0438 326 096
East Gippsland Bee Care
Group
Media contact- Penny Gray5154 2843 or 0429 142 225

At Traralgon Greyhound Club on the 4th Sat of the
month at 10am. Informal so come along and have a
cuppa and chat, bring your questions if you have any.
Meetings every third Sunday of each month and are
held at the Orbost Community 1:30pm - 3:30pm.
Phone Imogen: 0458 476 053
Next meeting: Sunday 19th May at the Orbost Snowy
Growers Community Garden (32 Lawson Lane Orbost) from
1:30 to 3:30pm. Honey Tastings, Making things with wax.
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Please supply the Editor with any details that are currently
incorrect. Thank you.

GAA Executive Contact

Ian Cane

Sue Harding

Linda Filsell

Position

Name

Phone

E mail

President

Neville Hirth

5143 2952

salehirth@gmail.com

Vice President

Brian Teese

0419 539 574

brianteese@icloud.com

Secretary

Sue Harding

0408 343 779

hardstein@bigpond.com

Assistant Secretary

Bill Ringin

0498 594 897

billr9@dcsi.net.au

Treasurer

Rob West

5174 1390

r-rwest@wideband.net.au

Assistant Treasurer

Sue Harding

0408 343 779

hardstein@bigpond.com

Committee

Neil Barraclough

0429 888 706

neilbarra@bigpon.com

Of Management

Ian Cane

0428 516325

iancane@bigpond.com

Mick Camilleri

5155 3100

Neville Hirth

5143 2952

----salehirth@gmail.com

Brian Teese

0419 539 574

Clive Hammet

5156 4697

Luke Wilson

0438 326 096

Neville Hirth

Rob West

brianteese@icloud.com
…….
luke-james-wilson@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor

Linda Filsell

Web Master

Post, email or
phone with Copy

0438 266348

49 Blackwood Park Road Warragul South
3821

DPI Apiary Inspector

Joe Riordan

0260 304516

Joe.riordan@depi.vic.gov.au

lindafilsell@dcsi.net.au

Thank you to those that submitted articles for this Newsletter. Please
submit copy, questions and comments for the Spring Newsletter to the
Editor before August 8th to: lindafilsell@dcsi.net.au
Or Phone Linda on: 0438 266 348
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GIPPSLAND APIARSTS ASSOCIATION Inc.
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP or RENEWAL
Please Note: You can pay your subscription by Cheque, Bank Funds Transfer or by
depositing cash into the account below. We do ask that if you wish to deposit cash or transfer
funds we need Your Name quoted as a Reference for the payment.
Bank details are: National Bank BSB 083 519 Account No. 04 922 7767
Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________ Post code: ___________
Telephone No: (

) ________________

Mobile No: ________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________________________
No of Colonies

Subscription Fee



0–5

$ 15.00

6 – 50

$ 20.00

50 and over

$ 40.00

□
□
□

Signature: ____________________________________________________
Please fill in the form above and either Email it to: r-rwest@wideband.net.au
Or Post it to: The Treasurer, G.A.A. Inc: Rob West, 2 Walhalla Court, Traralgon VIC. 3844
We thank you for your valued support

GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au

