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‘

Trafalgar Citizen of the Year ‘Bill Ringin’
CONGRATULATIONS

On Australia Day Bill Ringin was recognised for the huge amount of
voluntary work he has done for the community over many years
and continues to do. Bill sits on many committees and works
tirelessly for his community. Well deserved. See Page 6.
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Kay Frances Roberts (Casey)
9th December 1946 - 18th January 2019
The Uniting Church, Foster was overflowing to celebrate
the life of Kay Roberts. From the well-known Casey family
of East Gippsland, Kay grew up in Nayook. Following her
early Schooling, she went on to Teachers College before
graduating and then teaching in Toora, Drouin, and Foster.
In 1971 Kay married Dennis Roberts, and they later built their home in Foster, where the couple had
2 boys, Scott and Matthew. Kay resumed teaching, but part time, once the boys were at school and
also worked with Dennis with packing honey.
Kay maintained a wide range of interests, particularly Patchworking and Scrapbooking, and for a lady
who didn't drive; she was remarkably mobile and involved in her community.
Dennis and Kay both enjoyed travel and saw much of Australia together as well as an overseas trip.
Family and community were a great focus for Kay, with her nearby grandchildren, Jack and Charlie
being special to her.
Over the last year or so failing health limited Kay's ability to do much of what she would have liked,
which was devastating for her and her family.
Our thoughts and best wishes are extended to Dennis, Scott, Matt and their families.

Mary Florence Wyld (Wright)
21st March 1943 - 21st January 2019
Mary Wright grew up in Glengarry and was youngest in a family of 8. School
did not greatly attract Mary and on completion of her schooling, at age 14
she began work at the Kiwi shoe polish factory in Traralgon.
At one of the local dances, Mary met a young Neil Wyld and their
relationship developed. In 1961 Mary and Neil were married and they
settled into a house in Maffra. Rural life was fairly tough in those times but
the couple thrived and the family grew with children Rose, Wayne and Mark arriving. Later Margarita
joined the family and just over 15 years ago they moved to Lakes Entrance where Neil and Mary
establisher their beach house.
They enjoyed the new home with family and friends around. Mary was not one to be out front, but
was a tireless and generous worker for her family and particularly enjoyed visits from her 7
grandchildren and great grandchild. Mary loved her 3 dogs, her country music, and thought the
Essendon Football Club could do no wrong.
The last 12 months were hard for Mary and health issues eventually took their toll. Neil was a Past
President of the GAA and died around 2 years ago. Our condolences to Mary’s family.
GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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UK’s 87th annual National Honey Show – by John Kennedy
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/
The UK’s 87th annual National Honey Show was held at the Sandown Park Racecourse at Esher in Surrey over
three days in late October. It is a pretty good indicator of the Show’s relevance when it attracted thousands of
attendees over the three days.
There was also a monumental and
possibly all-time record number of
2,065 entries from 261 entrants in
the competition classes for extracted
and comb honey, mead types,
frames, wax, gifts, photography,
microscopy, confectionery/cooking
with junior classes included for the
young.
I first attended a National Honey
Show briefly on one day in 2012
when I was in the UK but pressed for
time. This year improved planning
enabled me to better allocate my
time totalling two days at the Show.
With over 2,000 entries in the competitions, the major
In short with its size it is not a Show
categories being for bottled honey and meads.
that you just breeze in and out of!
The organising committee seem to recognise this with an uncomplicated, logical layout over the extensive
spaces of a modern multi-storey racecourse grandstand.
What was I looking for? – well certainly any new beekeeping ideas, products or technology, evidence of value
adding opportunities, as well as a general measure of the health of beekeeping in the UK particularly at the
hobby or small enterprise scale. I can say I was happily satisfied on all three counts. But first I should be
disclosing the Show format.
To begin there are the heavy lectures or advanced technical and research presentations and the Show offered
about fifteen of these; so, if you were interested you can easily take in most of them over the three days. I
attended one on how in Wiltshire local community activity is opening up ‘bee roadzz’ with vegetation and
plantings that facilitate bee flights across the countryside. https://www.spacefornature.net/bee-roadzz
A second one was on
the genetic makeup
of the Irish black bee.
The lectures were
complemented by a
workshop program that totalled nineteen events on practical subjects
as diverse as microscopy, candle making, hive potions and polishes,
photography, sustainable plantings, even skep making and best of all a couple of hours on the final afternoon
devoted to mead making and tasting.
Cont’d next page
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Cont’d from previous page. On the Saturday, the final day of the three, there was a special lecture program to
encourage newer beekeepers. I managed to take in a selection of all the learning events, while paying
attention to the results of the exhibit judging sessions, as well as cruising the trade show that ran in
conjunction over the three days.
With fifty odd suppliers or manufacturers, even inventors of new products for the beekeeping industry, it was
a real cornucopia of ideas and products.
The very first value-adding opportunity I encountered was the Northumberland Honey Company who featured
‘from the bee to the bottle’. They told me they were initially mead makers but were working to switch 150
hives of their honey production progressively over
to sparkling honey wine. A lot of this honey is
sourced from heather in Scotland. They are
employing the French methode champenoise
method of fermentation in the bottle to produce
several types of sparkling honey wine in various
styles - sweet to dry and colours including a rose.
And with their advertised bottle prices at circa 35
pounds sterling (over $A60) each I thought they
could be on the right track. They told me they had a
targeted production of 10,000 bottles each honey vintage!
So far as equipment is concerned the displays were dominated by enormous stock presentations by Thorne
and Maisemore Apiaries – both long established, over a century in Thorne’s case – and they both tend to
dominate the retail beekeeping supply market in the UK. There were also presentations by leading bee suit
makers including Sherriff, BB Wear and others including a new tailor from Pakistan.
An interesting new product was shown by UK Company Thermosolar Beehives that it says uses heat from the
sun to kill Varroa mites. https://www.thermosolarhive.com/

They claim the anti-varroa Thermosolar Hive™ is currently
the most innovative beehive in production. Thermosolar
Hive is the way to ecological beekeeping with the possibility of
organic honey production.
Thermosolar Hive promises to turn the honey bee crisis
around by elimination of parasitic mite Varroa
destructor.

Their proposition is that Varroa mites cannot reproduce at
temperatures over 40 degrees C while their conventional
Langstroth hive employs two Thermosolar panels, one on the front and one on the top to capture heat from
sunlight.
With insulated walls the heat is apparently kept in the hive where internal heat sinks ensure the heat is evenly
distributed. This was an exhibit that seemed to get a lot of interest albeit it seemed to be at the prototype
stage. They claimed also that bees will overwinter better in one of their hives with colonies building up ten to
fourteen days earlier than conventional box hives. This could be a product to keep a watch on as it evolves.
Cont’d next page
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Cont’d from previous page. I took interest in two of the
workshop sessions; one running for a full day was on hand
making skeps with straw. It was well attended and although
skeps have no relevance to beekeeping today it is one of those
likely trades to be lost, hence their desire to retain it as a
traditional skill.
The definite highlight was the mead making from start to
drinking workshop delivered by a very experienced, dour but
entertaining beekeeper Ron Hunter. He went through the constituents of the various mead types including
mellomel, cyser, metheglin, pyment and honey ale or beer.
Ron emphasised clean working in constant temperatures with many equipment items such as tubing, airlocks,
bottling and corking aids etc. that can be purchased from home brew stores in the UK. His accurate recipes
included using high quality Gervin specialty yeasts from the Muntons Company as well as a need for fairly long
maturation.
The workshop which ran for a couple of hours was fully booked,
cost nine pounds to participate and was a great primer for any
likely mead maker.
Then there was the tasting of five meads – a couple brought by
course members, two of Ron’s own and a commercially
produced Lime Bay Winery mead that he reckons is the best
value mead type available in the UK today. I concurred with his
view.
One is sure to be about the steps the Beekeepers Association is
taking to indenture and train young beekeepers and on several
other relevant industry issues.
The National Honey Show obviously could not function without
sponsorship of which the Worshipful Company of Wax Chandlers
(founded before 1300 and owning its London property since 1501!) is a
major one.
A huge volume of volunteer beekeepers staff the show so you don’t step
far before a new conversation starts.
While local provincial or district bee clubs also play important roles; for
instance, one of the major trophies for the honey competition has been
sponsored for over forty years by the same regional bee group.
The winning entry (pictured right) took the theme of a memorial to the
end of 100 years from World War 1. It stood over a metre tall.
Cont’d Page 7

A ‘Decorative Exhibit to Display
Honey with Pure Moulded Beeswax
or Mead or Both”.
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Trafalgar Citizen of the Year – Bill Ringin
On Australia Day Bill Ringin was
recognised as the Trafalgar Citizen of
the Year. An award that is well
deserved. Since then Bill has found
himself on the front page of the local
newspaper the Traf News (as pictured
left).
Bill is an active member of about five
committees, The Traf East Hall (30
years), Old Gippstown Gippsland
Heritage Park, The Gippsland Apiarist
Assoc., and of course Moe Historical
Society. The latter used to be run by
Bill’s father until Bill took over the reins.
Not to mention the Boy Scouts!
Bill has given beekeeping presentations
at numerous Field Days, Clubs, Harvest
Festivals as well as the list below.
Kindergartens –
Warragul, Berwick, Moe, Drouin.
Primary Schools - Newborough,
Darnum, Ellinbank, Moe, Berwick.
Landcare – Lardner, Labertouche, Bunyip, Maryknoll, Hill End.
Gardening Groups – Gippsland Gardening Group, Baw Baw Open Garden Group
Native Plant Groups – Traralgon Horticultural Garden Club.
Aged Care Homes – Trafalgar and Moe
Bill has also given presentations / talks with live bees and honey tastings at Hill End, Lardner and Old
Gippstown Moe as well as the South Gippsland Beekeeping Club.
Bill regularly provides articles for this Newsletter, thanks Bill. He also helps kids learn to read at the
Newborough Primary School.
All of this publicity will cause Bill much embarrassment as he is a quiet achiever and likes to just get
things done without a fuss.
GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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The organisers tell me they would very much like to get some Australian entries into the honey competitions
and there are no quarantine restrictions to the submission of Australian honey. Other Australian involvement
in the show was modest. The Australian Manuka Honey Association was apparently represented by Michele
Lancaster while a local school demonstrated the Flow Hive for their second year.
Daily attendance at the Show costs twenty pounds sterling with the venue the Sandown Park Racecourse being
easily accessible by train in under an hour from Waterloo station, albeit that it is a quite pleasant fifteenminute walk to the racecourse after arriving at the Esher station.
The 88th Show dates in 2019 will be from Thursday 24 October to Saturday 26 October and anyone who can
plan travel to the UK to include these dates and a stop over at this event won’t be disappointed.
Or for more information see www.honeyshow.co.uk where the technical papers are progressively being
added if you want to do some homework.

Management of Swarms that were collected in spring
By Bill Ringin
By the time this goes to print the swarming season will be well and truly over and those that have
caught swarms may be pondering the future management of them.
At this point the bees would have reared several generations of brood so the colony could be
showing evidence, on inspection, of any brood disease they may have. Working with the bees will
also give indication of their temperament, along with the laying pattern of the queen.
As it is the old queen that departs the parent colony with the swarm, she may be past her best. An
indication of a failing queen is a scattered brood pattern with many cells left empty, rather than the
frame having a fairly complete and uniform sheet of brood.
It is not uncommon for the bees to supersede (replace) an older queen in the weeks or months after
swarming and this change can further modify the temperament of the colony.
This course can be guided, to some extent by the beekeeper. If the colony is healthy and the queen
laying well, you will have acquired a good colony with little extra to be done. If however, the brood
pattern is poor, or the bees temperament is hostile, re-queening should be considered. This can be
done with stock from another hive, with desirable traits, from within the apiary, or by purchasing a
queen from a queen breeder.
Regardless of whether the colony is a swarm, it is desirable to have them go into winter with a strong
queen. A queen that dies over winter is likely to leave the colony queenless which will lead to its
decline and failure. The summer has been hot and dry, and they may not have built up enough stores
for the winter. Check honey stores, and feed during February, March and April. See page 8.
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Autumn Management and feeding

What sort of season has 2018/19 been? Well for hobby beekeepers everywhere in Victoria it
seems to have been hot and dry with poor honey production. There may not be any excess honey
this season for you to extract. There is still the slight possibility of extracting honey in February and
March if it improves, but 8 full frames of honey need to be left on the hive from about the end of
April to see them through the winter.
Commercial Beekeepers Report: It has been a difficult season with hot dry conditions. We’ve had
to keep moving the bees from place to place for much shorter times than usual. Yellow box and
Red Stringy have produced well for short periods of time. The season has been okay, but the
condition of the bees is not as good as usual. They have been knocked about by the very hot
conditions in some areas where we have had between 40 and 44 deg. Bees don’t handle that sort
of temperature without losses. It’s been hard work this season but okay.
Feeding: What if you don’t have eight full frames of honey to leave on the hive you may ask? Then
the bees need to be fed. They need to be fed thick sugar syrup of about a litre at a time. These
next few months, February, March and April are critical as the bees have time to cure the sugar
syrup and cap it over ready for winter. If you leave it too late and the weather gets cold, they
can’t cure the sugar syrup and get it capped. So start NOW if you are in that situation.
Making Syrup: So this time of the year we are making thick syrup for the bees to store. It is 1 ltre
of water to 1 ½ kg of white granulated sugar.
Bring water up to hot on the stove; gradually stir in
the sugar leaving a low heat under the pot to make
sure the sugar dissolves. When the liquid turns
clear the sugar will be dissolved, move from heat
and allow to cool to luke warm. Feed to the bees
either in feeders under the lid, or plastic zip lock
bags under the lid or freezer bags under the lid.
Pierce holes in the top of the bag so that it doesn’t
leak down into the hive. Bees will suck it out through the holes. When finished add another litre
and so on until the bees have enough stores to last them through the winter.
Stop feeding: At about the end of April, depending on the season, you need to stop feeding as the
bees won’t have enough time to cure the sugar syrup before the weather turns cold.
Capped or uncapped honey: If you have some frames of
Capped Honey
capped honey (as in picture right) and some frames of
uncapped honey, put the capped honey frames on the
outside walls of the hive, and put the uncapped honey in the
centre ready for the bees to cure and cap.
Re Queening: Check the viability of your queen now. What is
Uncapped Honey
her laying pattern? When looking at the brood in the bottom
brood box is the brood a sheet of velvety light brown brood,
or is it scattered with many empty cells? If it’s scattered the
queen may be getting old and may not last through the winter. This may cause your hive to die out
over winter. If this is the case, buy a new queen from a queen breeder and re queen your hive now
so that the hive is well established for winter.
Another reason to re queen: Has your hive of bees become hostile or irritated very easily? Of
course bees can become irritated if their home is opened on a windy day or bad weather or very
hot day. If however it’s opened on a fine day, and the bees have plenty of food and are still hostile,
then it’s time to requeen with a docile queen from a queen breeder. Cont’d Page 9
GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Cont’d from Page 8.
Gradually the new quiet bees will take over the hive. Autumn is a good time to re queen, so order
your queen now.
Extracting honey: So you are lucky enough to have more than eight frames of capped honey for
your bees for winter and you want to extract your excess honey. Choose frames that are mostly
capped, as this honey is cured and will not go off. Uncapped honey has not been cured yet, and if
you extract it, it could go off. Leave uncapped honey frames in the centre of your honey box for
the bees to cure and cap.
1. It’s easier if you watch it before doing it.
2. Take your excess frames of capped honey to a bee proof room. Often the Kitchen!
3. You will need to borrow or buy an uncapping knife (or scratcher) an extractor and a honey
bucket.

4. Slice off the wax caps with a hot electric knife or a
scratcher if you don’t have a knife. The scratcher
means you will have a lot of wax in your honey,
whereas a hot knife cuts the wax off; put it in a sieve
with a bowl under to catch the honey.
5. Put the frames into the extractor.
6. Spin the honey out of the first side. If you have
plastic frames and foundation you can spin pretty
hard, but if you have wax foundation be careful not
to spin it out of the frame.
7. Turn the frames around and spin out the other side.
8. Some people strain the honey as it comes out from the extractor
and then put it into containers.
9. Others put it straight into containers, put the lid on. Next day
when the crud has come up to the top, they skim it off.
10. Your frames will have some honey left in them and are called
‘stickies’. These need to go back onto the hive for the bees to
clean out.
11. Return then to the hive the next fine day, and once the bees have
cleaned them out (about one day) they can be removed and
stored. (Put in the freezer for 48 hours to kill hive beetle and wax
moth larvae) then store in sealed plastic boxes, or cool room.
GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Gippsland Apiarist Association – AGM – Conference Day
Saturday April 6th at 9am 2019 – Maffra Memorial Hall
We are organising some great speakers, and a separate flyer will come to you regarding
the subjects the Speakers will be covering.
Our committee has a number of members who bring various skills, and we are only short of a couple of
people. Can any of our members step up and nominate for, or assist in the following positions please?
Secretary or Assistant Secretary: Currently Bill Ringin is secretary and has been for more years than I can
remember. It’s time someone started taking over from Bill with Bill’s assistance. Please call Bill on 0498 594
897 to discuss what the position involves. Bill is happy to assist the new person with the position.
Events Admin: To be in charge of running the events. Generally we run Field Days and/or ways of educating
the general public on Beekeeping. We have a number of committee members with expertise, but someone
needs to be in charge. We usually form a sub committee to help run the event and we have templates and
information. We need new ideas and new events. Please call me Linda on 0438 266 348 to discuss it. We look
forward to welcoming some new committee members with new ideas to our club.

Murray Road Primary School – By Bill Ringin
Murray Road Primary School, in Moe, were pleased to invite a local beekeeper (Bill Ringin) to the
school on November 15th 2018 to speak to students and teachers, on the art of beekeeping.
They also learnt about
the importance of
pollination, and the
bee’s role in this and
the subsequent food
production which is
very important for our
existence. The
Observation hive,
containing a frame of
live bees and a marked
queen, created great
interest. The tasting of
a range of local
Gippsland honeys,
following the sessions,
was very popular, with
Photo: Bill Ringin showing the students the Observation Hive
many of the children
trying the contrasting tastes available and all students were given a sachet of Australian Honey
provided by Beechworth Honey, to take home and try. A number of the sachets were also provided
to the School for their ‘Breakfast Club’. The following day, many of the 140 or so children at the
school, completed beekeeping and gardening projects which ran over the subsequent weeks.
GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Joining 2 weak hives: Maybe you caught a swarm in the spring, and it hasn’t built up its numbers
very well in this hot dry weather? Maybe you have two weak hives that don’t have a lot of food,
but if they were joined they would be a lot stronger and have a much better chance of surviving
the coming winter.
1. So we need to join 2 weak hives into one stronger one. Which queen are you going to keep?
Check the brood from both weak hives and see which one is doing best. Good brood has a
smooth light brown velvety appearance where most of the cells are capped. If you happen to
know which is the youngest that can also help you decide. One of the queens will need to be
removed and made redundant.
2. So leave the box with the young, productive queen in the bottom box.
3. Remove the lid and the queen excluder (if it has one) of the bottom box and lightly smoke. Put
a single sheet of Newspaper over the whole of the bottom box. Using a nail or similar punch a
number of holes through the newspaper at varying spots.
4. This will allow the smell of the bees to mingle.
5. Put the queenless box of bees on top of the newspaper.
6. As both these hives were small, you will know what stores they have between them, probably
not much as this season hasn’t been good.
7. Put the feeder on top or the freezer bag of sugar syrup on top of the hive mat, followed by the
lid.
8. The queen pheromones and smell of the hive will mingle over the next day or so as the
newspaper gets chewed away. All the bees will smell the
same and blend into a stronger hive. Feed as necessary
checking every few days. They can be fed until the end
of April as this gives them time to cure and cap the
sugar syrup before the cold sets in.
9. Two days later remove the rest of the newspaper
(pictured left). At this time of the year don’t put the
Queen Excluder, back on as it’s not needed until spring.
10. One strong hive that will survive the winter. Job almost
done!
11. Last but not least, write the dates and facts down on your hive record so that you know
what you have done.
Wax Moth and Hive Beetle Prevention: Supers that are removed need to be treated to prevent them
from being destroyed by wax moth and hive beetle larvae while in storage. Pop them in the freezer
for a couple of days. Let them dry, and then store them in plastic containers or plastic garbage bags.
Wax moths don’t like the light either, so a light can be used at the bottom of a stack of boxes and
frames to help prevent infestation.
Keeping Notes: If you haven’t been keeping notes on Seasonal Hive Management we have
attached our template as a guide. You will be amazed how much easier it is with notes to go on. It
is also Good Management Practice.
Sugar Syrup Mixture: Give a litre at a time throughout February, March and April, which gives the
bees time to ripen and cap the syrup before the weather gets cold. 1 ltr water to 1 ½ kg sugar.

GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Hive Pack Down
Hive Pack down manages bees so that they survive better going into winter, during winter and being
alive and healthy in spring. See Page 8 for feeding now if your hives currently don’t have 8 frames of
honey to last the bees through winter.
1.

On a fine warm day, check your brood box and see if the queen is still laying (very small amount
this time of the year) and that it looks healthy. There should be pollen but mostly honey with a
little brood.
2. If you took sealed surplus honey off earlier in the season, this can be fed back to the bees if there
is a dearth in late summer to mid-autumn. Or you can feed through until end March/April with
sugar syrup as suggested on page 8.
3. Remove excess supers from the hive in late autumn, unoccupied combs become mouldy and
soiled with faeces. This can aggravate the incidence of dysentery and Nosema disease and wax
moth attack. It also allows hive beetle to live uncontrolled. Stops bees from keeping it cosy and
warm, instead the hive is big and draughty.
4. Make sure hives are in a sunny, sheltered position. The sun will help keep them warm. A fence or
hay bales can help prevent cold winds.
5. Consolidating the hive helps the colony to control its temperature.
6. In Victoria where 8 frame hives are used, ‘packing down’ to a single box does not hold enough
stores for bees wintering in the cooler areas such as Gippsland. So pack down to 2 boxes and
remove the Queen Excluder.
7. If you currently have 3 boxes on your hive make sure the frames with capped and un capped
honey are put into the 2nd box. Put the uncapped honey in the centre with the capped honey on
the outside near the walls. Remove the 3rd box.
8. Add a hive mat under the lid, on top of the frames, as it sheds the drips of moisture from the lid
down the internal walls of the hive keeping the cluster of bees dry.
9. Ensure that all hives are tilted forward to provide drainage of the moisture or condensation from
within the hive.
10. As the weather cools, partially close hive entrances to about three fingers width.
11. Wax Moth and Hive Beetle Prevention: Supers that are removed need to be treated to prevent
them from being destroyed by wax moth or hive beetle larvae while in storage. Pop them in the
freezer for a couple of days. Let them dry, and then store them in plastic containers or plastic
garbage bags. Wax moths don’t like the light either, so a light can be used at the bottom of a
stack of boxes and frames to help prevent infestation.

Winter pack down for a Flow hive By Renee and Brian Phillips (reprinted)
In our flow hive we run one brood box on the bottom, then a queen excluder, then a standard
super (this is the stores for the bees), then the flow super on the very top (this is the extra
honey the bees can afford to share with us). I will assume that you have checked the brood
box and all is ok, and that the standard super has enough stores to see your bees through
winter. For us the winter pack down looks something like this:
1. Hopefully your flow super will be fully capped towards the end of the season (which
will be March or April depending on your area, nectar flow and the year we are
having). When they are fully capped we take each flow frame out, brush off the bees
and put the frames into an empty box. When all the frames are out we brush all the
bees off the flow super and take the super off the hive.
Cont’d next page
GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Cont’d from previous page.
2. Now the hive will be the brood box and the ‘bee’s super’.
3. Once the flow super is removed we take the queen excluder out from between the
brood box and the ‘bee’s super’ to give the queen and the worker bees free reign of
both boxes for the winter. Last winter we tried putting a hive mat on top of the frames
in the brood box as well as on top of the frames in the ‘bee’s super’. It was intended to
help discourage the bees from building burr comb over winter and sticking the frames
together vertically, it really helped so we will be doing it again this year. You then
reassemble the hive with
the inner cover and roof. If
your hive opening is the
standard flow hive
opening (i.e across the
whole box) you may wish
to consider reducing it with
a piece of timber wedged
into the gap so the bees
don’t have such a large
area to guard in winter –
we leave about a 5cm gap
at one end. Your bees are
now ready to face the
winter.
4. Take the flow super inside
(for us that is our kitchen as we don’t sell our honey, otherwise it would need to be a
commercial kitchen to enable you to sell your honey) and extract all the flow frames.
We sit the whole flow super with all the flow frames put back into it on a large tray, tilt it
on a slight angle and leave it to drain through tubes into a honey bucket until no more
comes out. I know taking the flow super off to extract is kind of contradictory as you
are supposed to extract directly from the hive, but we found it easier as we didn’t have
to deal with the bees ripping the cappings off and trying to re-fill the cells. I have heard
of others who extract the flow frames on the hive and leave it for a few days so the
bees can clean everything up before removing the flow super for the winter. The bees
may however decide to fill the cells again if they have enough incoming nectar – it’s
your choice which way you wish to go.
5. When the flow super is fully drained we wash the flow frames in warm (not hot) water
to remove any residual honey which will attract moisture and ferment. If you make the
water too warm it will also melt the wax which we try to preserve to give the bees a
head start next season. After washing them and making sure they are fully dry we put
the flow frames back into the flow super, put a board over the top and the bottom to
stop anything from getting in (corflute sheets work well for this) and store them out of
the sun until next spring.
In the first full spring inspection we shake all the bees into the bottom box, replace the queen
excluder between the brood box and the ‘bee’s super’ and check in a week or two for eggs to
Cont’d next page
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Cont’d from previous page
make sure the queen is in the bottom brood box as hoped. After this you can add the flow
super when needed.
If you leave the flow super on during winter with no queen excluder under it the queen will lay
a LOT of drone brood in it in early spring – yes we are unfortunately speaking from the
experience of our first winter, hence why we now have a ‘bee’s super’ to give the queen free
reign in 2 boxes without giving her access to the flow frames which we remove so there is no
‘dead space’ for the bees to try and heat during winter. Drone brood in your flow frames is not
something you want as you are left with cocoons in your flow super that are hard to remove,
and if you replace the queen excluder after the drones were laid you have to shake the
hatched drones out periodically as they cannot pass through the queen excluder to get out of
the hive.
Hopefully using these steps you will give your bees the best chance at coming through winter
strong and ready for another season while also preserving your flow frames for what they are
designed to do – collect honey 

Did You Know
Associate Professor Adrian Dyer of RMIT said that European
honeybees can add and subtract from numbers 1 – 5 even
though their brain is about the size of a pinhead. Probably
evolved for counting flowers – navigation etc. It is also
possible they can recognise human faces.
Picture right: BUZZING The path of a bee as it learned the
configuration of a human face. Researchers found that bees could
also distinguish one face from another. Credit Adrian Dyer.

For more information and research papers:
http://researchbank.rmit.edu.au/list/?cat=quick_filter&search_keys%5Bcore_34%5D=The+Journal+o
f+Experimental+Biology
Short term memory is only about two days and long term memory about seven days. Long term memory loss
was exhibited between 6 – 9 days. Older bees were more likely to forget where their hive was if moved,
returning to the old nest site. So if you haven’t visited your bees for over two weeks, they don’t know you!
(Memory Retention in Landscape Learning of Honeybees, Apis mellifera.

Journal of Experimental Biology - These experiments were conducted during the Australian
summer at the Australian National University. The present research demonstrates that the honeybee
possesses a complex memory capable of memorizing tasks within a time schedule. Honeybees can
`plan' their activities in time and space, and use context to determine which action to perform and
when. http://jeb.biologists.org/content/209/22/4420
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Mentors List
The following beekeepers are happy to chat and help with any queries or questions. If you
live nearby one of the beekeepers you may be able to go and watch them at work or they
may be able to pop over and show you how to check your hives. This is all done under a
voluntary basis.
Name
Linda Filsell
Bill Ringin
Rob West
Luke Wilson
Neville Hirth
Mick Camilleri
Clive Hammet
Neil Barraclough (After 7pm)
Brian Teese

Area
Warragul
Moe
Traralgon
Traralgon
Sale
Lakes Entrance
Swan Reach
Stratford (after 7pm)
Maffra

Phone Number
0438 266 348
0498 594 897
0431 475 784
0438 326 096
0417 347 688
5155 3100
5156 4697
0429 888 706
0419 539 574

For Leongatha area the South Gippsland Beekeepers have a
mentors list.

Thank you to those that submitted articles for this Newsletter. Please
submit copy, questions and comments for the Winter Newsletter to the
Editor before May 8th to: lindafilsell@dcsi.net.au
Or Phone Linda on: 0438 266 348
Photocopying the Newsletter: Important Notice:

With thanks to:

For those members that have an email address it would be
appreciated if you could give us that instead of a postal
address. Our printed copies need to be kept to an absolute
minimum.
Of course if you don’t have an email address then we shall
print out copies. As you can understand email copies don’t cost
us anything which allows us to keep our membership costs very
low. Please call me (Linda) on 0438 266 348 and give me your
email address if you have one. Thank you for that.

Jeff Bourman MLC
Phone (03) 5623 2999 Office: 1/9
Napier Street, Warragul 3820
For printing of this newsletter
funded from Parliament’s
Electorate Office and
Communications budget
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Classifieds

Classifieds

Classifieds

Victorian beekeepers, with 50 (negotiable) and more hives, are invited to
complete the online Biosecurity Course at no cost and obtain a certificate of
completion.
You will be assisted using computers online taking about 1.5 hours at the
following venues: Book an appointment before 4 March 2019. Contact Jessica
on 0447 245 558 or at jessica.millar@ecodev.vic.gov.au
Leongatha – Wednesday 20 March
Maffra – Thursday 21 March

Stan Glowacki Jeeralang Apiaries
For all your Beekeeping Supplies

only $2.00 Plus Postage.
email: bbbabarton@gmail.com

Phone: 5122 2641

Contact Bronwyn Barton on

60 Koala Drive, Jeeralang Junction.

0433 035 143.

Fishers Beekeeping Supplies
are the sole distributors of Beeco Smokers
in the Gippsland region.
South Gippsland Beekeeping Equip.

.

Beginner Beekeeping booklets

John Shine
Bee Boxfor
Makers
Biosecurity
Beautiful
Quality
beekeepers
Phone: 0490 206 179
Online course

Phone Rob 0437 501 133
or Sharon 5664 4323

Follow the links

www.fishersbeekeeping.com

http://beeaware.org.au/training/

BLUE TREE HONEY FARM

Leongatha Farmers Market 23.2.19
Mirboo North Country Market 23.2.19
Phone Rob 0437 501 133

Members
56 Whiters St., Lakes
Entrance
Adverts
are free
johnshine1@bigpond.com
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Upcoming Events
GAA

Secretary: Bill Ringin

2018

AGM- Saturday April 6th
9am – 3 pm. Maffra

0498 594 897

Memorial Hall - Corner of
Johnson & Foster Street

Call Brian Teese: 0419

Winter Solstice Lunch
Sunday June 23rd 12 noon
onwards. Tinamba Hotel (Top Dining) 4-6 Tinamba-

539 574 to book lunch.

Seaton Rd, Tinamba VIC
www.gippslandbees.org.au

South Gippsland Branch
President: Bron Barton 0433 035 143
Secretary: Colin Goodwin 0438 545 145

2nd Thursday of each month starting
at 7.30pm at St Peters Anglican Church Hall,
Leongatha. The meeting is followed by supper with
tea, coffee and nibbles.

Next meeting: Thursday - March 14th 2019
For more information go to their website at:

http://www.southgippslandbeekeepers.org.au/

South Gippsland
Beekeepers
Facebook Page

West Gippsland Community
Group

4th Wednesday of the month at 7pm – located at

West Gippsland Beekeepers

See Facebook page for more details

Central Gippsland
Sale Beekeeping Group
Phone Neil Barraclough

At Sale Greyhound Club 3rd Saturday of the month at
10.30am in the Champions room.

0429 888 706
neilbarra@bigpond.com

the YFC Rooms 22 Normanby Street Warragul

Next meeting: Call Renee please.

Renee Phillips 0428 251 802
East Gippsland Bee Care
Group
Media contact- Penny Gray5154 2843 or 0429 142 225

Meetings every third Sunday of each month and are
held at the Orbost Community 1:30pm - 3:30pm.
The next meeting on 24 Feb at Wy Yung where we are
visiting Hayden and family to look at their Kenyan Top Bar
hive. Bring along protective gear if you have some. Mick
and Clive will be there for Q&A as usual. If you want the
address you need to contact me.
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Please supply the Editor with any details that are currently
incorrect. Thank you.

GAA Executive Contact

Ian Cane

Bill Ringin

Linda Filsell

Position

Name

Phone

E mail

President

Neville Hirth

5143 2952

salehirth@gmail.com

Vice President

Brian Teese

0419 539 574

brianteese@icloud.com

Secretary

Bill Ringin

5633 1326
0498594897

billr9@dcsi.net.au

Assistant Secretary

Renee Phillips

0428 251 802

brianreneephillips@bigpond.com

Treasurer

Rob West

5174 1390

r-rwest@wideband.net.au

Assistant Treasurer

Sue Harding

0408 343 779

hardstein@bigpond.com

Committee

Neil Barraclough

0429 888 706

neilbarra@bigpon.com

Of Management

Ian Cane

0428 516325

iancane@bigpond.com

Mick Camilleri

5155 3100

Neville Hirth

5143 2952

----salehirth@gmail.com

Brian Teese

0419 539 574

Clive Hammet

5156 4697

Neville Hirth

Rob West

brianteese@icloud.com

Newsletter Editor

Linda Filsell

Web Master

Post, email or
phone with Copy

0438 266348

49 Blackwood Park Road Warragul South
3821

DPI Apiary Inspector

Joe Riordan

0260 304516

Joe.riordan@depi.vic.gov.au

lindafilsell@dcsi.net.au

Thank you to those that submitted articles for this Newsletter. Please
submit copy, questions and comments for the Winter Newsletter to the
Editor before May 8th to: lindafilsell@dcsi.net.au
Or Phone Linda on: 0438 266 348
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GIPPSLAND APIARSTS ASSOCIATION Inc.
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP or RENEWAL
Please Note: You can pay your subscription by Cheque, Bank Funds Transfer or by
depositing cash into the account below. We do ask that if you wish to deposit cash or transfer
funds we need Your Name quoted as a Reference for the payment.
Bank details are: National Bank BSB 083 519 Account No. 04 922 7767
Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________ Post code: ___________
Telephone No: (

) ________________

Mobile No: ________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________________________
No of Colonies

Subscription Fee



0–5

$ 15.00

6 – 50

$ 20.00

50 and over

$ 40.00

□
□
□

Signature: ____________________________________________________
Please fill in the form above and either Email it to: r-rwest@wideband.net.au
Or Post it to: The Treasurer, G.A.A. Inc: Rob West, 2 Walhalla Court, Traralgon VIC. 3844
We thank you for your valued support
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