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Robert Lewis 'Bob' Stevenson
4th March 1938 - 19th June 2018 - By Bill Ringin
Born in Drouin on 4th March 1938, Bob was the second of three children. His early life and
education was at the Drouin Primary School and he was active in the local Scout group.
On leaving school, Bob began a bricklaying apprenticeship, worked at the Drouin Butter Factory,
milked cows and delivered laundry across Gippsland. He also loved cars and had a couple of Austin
7's he tinkered with.
Bob and Val met at a local dance in the early 1950's and the relationship blossomed. After their
marriage, the family grew, with the arrival of son Tony, and then Bruce.
In 1963 they moved to Bairnsdale where Bob worked at Murray Goulburn Milk Factory. After about
10 years, Bob and a mate decided to go fencing, following the Telecom crews and then with
domestic and Housing Commission fencing work. This continued until 1999 when bob suffered a
broken leg. After recovering, Bob was employed by the Aboriginal Co-Op, training their crew.
Known as 'Uncle Bob', he was a good teacher and very popular with his koori mates. He was
awarded an 'Indigenous Community Justice Award' and finally retired in 2005.
From childhood, Bob had a love of the bush and
this, along with an interest in beekeeping, has
stayed with him always. Starting under the
guidance of Alf Smith and then Jimmy Gell, Bob
became an experienced and successful apiarist.
Owning and managing bees increased his
knowledge of the forest and climate, as well as the
skills of making hive equipment, honey extracting
gear and mechanical hive loaders. Bruce and Tony
would often go to help their dad shift or extract
hives – their reward was an hourly rate plus $1 per
sting – they made more out of the stings. Bob
often gave the boys a fair bit of scope, away from
home, on condition they didn't tell their mum. Some years ago he said “if I die, your mother only
thinks I've got 20 hives” -he most likely had close to 200.
Bob's community involvements were demonstrated by his work in Apex, with the Lucknow Football
Club, Netball Club Courts, Lindenow South Cricket Club, Masonic Lodge, Work For The Dole projects
and Community Flood Restoration works. He was always generous with his time and knowledge, as
a worker, mentor or advisor.
Bob ran well attended courses for newer beekeepers at the Sale TAFE for several years. A number
of current GAA members completed the course and are beekeepers today.
GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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He was pivotal, with wife Val, in arranging and running the annual weekend bus trip to the Bendigo
Beekeeping Field Days.

Bus Trip organised by Stevo.
Photo: Linda Filsell

Along with Mick Camilleri, Terry O'Kane, Lorna and Peter Clarkson, Bob compiled the Victoria's first
'Regional Forests Agreement'. This was to provide a plan for sustainable management and
conservation of East Gippsland native forests. This R.F.A. was adopted by the Victorian State
Government. In recognition of his commitment to, and support of the association, Bob was made a
Life Member of the Gippsland Apiarists Association over 10 years ago.
Val and Bob bought an acre block, overlooking Eagle
Point, on the Great Alpine Road just out of Bairnsdale,
in 1988, and built their new home. Here they could
host visitors, particularly their 5 grandchildren, in
comfort and with ample space. It also provided sheds
for tinkering, extracting and storing Bob's gear.
Following retirement, Bob and Val enjoyed a number
of trips around Australia, viewing places they had only
read about.
Bob Stevenson volunteering at The

In more recent times, Bob's health declined, and he
Royal Melbourne Show.
has had the opportunity to relax, enjoy the comfort
and views, and reap the rewards of his firewood collecting trips.
Bob died peacefully on 19th June 2018. Our condolences to his wife Val and family.

GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Varroa Detection – Port of Melbourne
Overview and Photos : By Bill Ringin
On Saturday 23rd June 2018 a ship from Texas, carrying a consignment of 4 large wooden crates
arrived at the Port of Melbourne (PoM). At the base of one of the crates, a number of dead bees
were observed and collected.
On 27th June the crate with the bees was opened, and the bees, queen and combs were collected (in
total around 5,000 bees were collected) and sent to the Department of Agriculture Water Resources
(DAWR) entomologists for analysis.
Weather over the preceding days had been cold and not conducive to bee flight, and the bees were
observed to be barely moving. Agriculture Victoria were notified that the bees were mellifera and 2
mites had been detected and the analysis is continuing.
The remaining 3 crates are sealed and remain unopened, and DWAR have issued a 'Hold Order' on
them, and have control over their treatment.
Australia is the only beekeeping country in the world not to have this pest, and it would be a major
blow, not only to the beekeeping industry, but to all pollination dependant horticulture across
Australia.
On 6th or 7th July it was confirmed the mites detected were varroa destructor.
Incident Response
Agriculture Victoria responded,
setting up an Incident Action Plan to
manage the Varroa Detection, and a
call centre at Attwood on 30th June,
to respond to calls from the public.
They have consulted the Australian
Honey Bee Industry Council (AHBIC),
industry stakeholders, the public, and
other agencies to prevent any spread
Ben: Biosecurity Officer
Kate: Animal Health Officer
from the known location and
Centre: Bill Ringin State Quarantine Response Team
eradicate all detections. This
detection response is the first time Agriculture Victoria will use the State Quarantine Response Team
(SQRT) members in an active detection. It is a joint initiative between the Department and the
Victorian Apiarists Association, of specially trained beekeepers set up to respond to this type of
event.
Focus will initially be within a 2km radius of PoM by teams made up of departmental staff and apiary
specialists from the SQRT who will visit registered beekeepers at agreed times to inspect and test
colonies.
Cont’d next page
GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Cont’d from previous page
There are 6 sentinel hives in or near the PoM and 11 registered beekeepers with a total of 21 hives
within the 2km radius. There are no sugar shake participants in proximity of the PoM. Sweep netting
was carried out in some areas, and enquiries regarding any other hives, registered or not, were made,
along with surveillance to locate any feral hives.
A briefing at the Attwood Control Centre, prior to commencing the daily activities, is held for all staff
in the morning, as well as a debrief on the day’s events, at the end of the shift. Regular contact is
maintained with the Control Centre during the day.

Alan Smith and Bill
Ringin installing a sticky
mat in the base of hive

Bill Ringin
inspecting hives

The field teams will arrive at an apiary and, using equipment which is sterile, and appropriate
protective gear, inspect the colonies and conduct sugar shake tests for varroa mites as well as taking
a sample of bees for further testing. The hives will also have a sticky mat and miticide strips installed
– these are removed at an agreed time a day or so later. Departmental staff identified and recorded
all items including hives, samples, sticky mats. These were labelled and any unusual things
documented to allow later tracing if required. Prior to departure, all items being removed from site
were disinfected or placed in sealed containers.
From my perspective, and the other SQRT members I was able to speak with, the work was a
satisfying and I thought a positive experience. The detection was a thorough, professionally run and
well resourced operation, and department personnel were friendly, helpful and a pleasure to work
with. We were well looked after and any comments or thoughts we gave regarding the day’s
activities, were taken on board, and if possible, implemented.

Are we a step closer to Varroa Resistant bees in Australia. See article page 10

GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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GAA - Field Trip – Forest Management Issues - held on Tuesday 17th July
By Neil Barraclough
The GAA and DELWP had a very informative and successful field trip looking at forest management
issues in the East Gippsland forests and it was a shared learning experience between the two groups.
Timber harvesting coups, fuel
reduction burns,
regeneration/regrowth were
observed. Land managers
accompanied the bus and were able
to respond to questions.

Photo by: Sue Harding

Local beekeepers have been raising
issues of concern since the formation of
the GAA over 50 years ago and we saw
some hope for the future after the
excursion. The GAA and local
beekeepers should be very appreciative
to the time and effort Ian Cane and
Mick Camilleri in particular have put
into organising the day and time they

have put in over the years.
We went to areas recently clear-felled, an area where selective removal of trees had been used to return the
density of eucalypts to something nearer pre-European levels in combination with well managed reintroduction of cool burns
and compared the results. It
was very apparent to
beekeepers who are always
looking at the canopies of the
forest so see the budding. The
trees in the trial that had
been thinned and judiciously
burnt had much healthier
canopies.
We were told that after
Photo: Neil Barraclough
clear-felling the regrowth
can’t have fire regimes reintroduced for at least 20 years and this is part of the reason why the forests of East
Gippsland are very unhealthy after clear-felling and it is greatly increasing the risk of a catastrophic fire. We
have been very critical of many of the burning practices and among other things asking that state government
involve Indigenous fire practitioner Victor Steffensen. We saw some very positive changes, unfortunately
on a very small scale and Victor has been a very positive influence with those changes, it is a start and a hope
for the future.
Cont’d on next page
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Cont’d from previous page: The forests right across Gippsland are nothing remotely like the early descriptions
of a clear and open forests with a grassy understorey that a multitude of references attribute to regular cool
burns by the Aborigines.
Insufficient burning,
inappropriate burning and
inappropriate timber
harvesting (initially selective
logging favouring certain
species and later clear-felling)
have left the forests in a mess
waiting for a catastrophic fire
under severe weather
conditions. The GAA have
been trying to work with other
groups, particularly those
calling for more managed fire
but we haven’t been able to
get them to understand the
consequences of calling for
more burning when the
burning has been largely counterproductive in that it is increasing the future fire hazard and is an ecological
disaster.
On the other hand we have our Green friends opposing all logging when selective logging done properly could
be a positive thing and opposing management of the forests with cool burns and blind to the consequences.
The timber industry is approaching crisis in East Gippsland, and this could be turned around. The trials have
proven on the ground that the method used in the trials works. Implement that method across the state that’s
what we are asking. That is:
1. Selective removal of trees to return the density of eucalypts to something nearer pre-European levels
2. In combination with well-managed, cool burns.
3. Results were amazing and very successful. No damage to fauna as with cool burns they can easily
escape. Unlike hot burns that destroys everything.
4. No damage to mature trees and shrubs as cool burns are well below the canopy and brief.
5. Cool burns promote propagation of native seeds and indigenous plants and remove extremely thick
dry undergrowth that gives wildfires fuel to burn voraciously.
6. Gives the timber industry work
7. Gives the beekeeping Industry flowering plants
8. Allows natural flora and fauna to flourish.
9. Significantly reduces the danger of wildfires.
10. It’s a WIN WIN situation. So why isn’t it being done? Does the wood chipping industry make so much
money that we ruin our forests for it?
We have a State election coming up, and two sides polarising the debate to everyone’s detriment, we may call
on your support in the lead up to the election as we try to get across to candidates that we need to change the
way we manage forests.

Watch this space!
GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au

Page 8 of 20

Gippsland Apiarist Association Newsletter
Spring Management – By Ron Branch and Linda Filsell

Keeping Notes: If you haven’t been keeping notes on Seasonal Hive Management we will attach
our template as a guide as spring is a good time to start. You will be amazed how much easier it is
with notes to go on. It is also Good Management Practice.
A Nosema outbreak which basically means the bees get diarrhoea. This can be caused by the bees
getting chilled. So be careful when opening hives early in the season not to chill the bees.
First warm day: It’s been very windy and cold. Totally unsuitable for looking into hives! Once we
have a lovely warm spring day of around 18 deg with very little wind, you can take a look at your
bees.
Carry out the following checks now, before opening your hives.
Pollen checks: Watch your bees going in and out of your hives every few days. Are they taking in
pollen? Are they taking in pollen of different colours? If so, this is a good sign.
Lift up the back of the hive: Lifting up the back of the hive gives you an idea of the weight. If it’s
heavy there will be plenty of stores, but if it feels light they may need feeding.
1st Hive check: East Gippsland around early September and West Gippsland around midSeptember. This really depends on the weather. Make the first hive check pretty quick as you
don’t want to chill any new young brood. Around 5 mins is all you need. Basically just look in the
top box and check the stores. But be careful, if there is a nippy breeze you don’t want new young
brood dying of cold because you have taken the roof off their house!
Hopefully all is well and you don’t need to do anything. However if you are concerned and feel you
need to feed do this carefully.
If your hives are short of stores bear in mind that if suddenly a lot of food comes into the hive the
bees will rush off out of the hive looking for the nectar source. They may get chilled doing this. So
be very careful how much you feed.
Feeding: Only feed a small amount ½ to 1 Litre of thick sugar syrup at most is all you need to give
them. Enough to stop them from starving but not enough to over stimulate them. This will feed
them for a few days, then repeat as necessary. Don’t be tempted to feed them more than a litre
just to save your time. Over a low heat and hot water add in the sugar and stir until clear. 1litre
water to 2 kgs white granulated sugar. (Brown or raw sugar gives them diarrhoea).
2nd Hive Check: About 20 deg on a warm spring day. After the first hive check you would have an
idea of the condition of your hives and you need to act on that for your 2 nd check. Your 2nd check
may involve feeding a small amount of sugar syrup, but it probably won’t. If they are taking in
pollen then they are probably fine. So the 2nd check will involve looking into the brood box. So a
quick look into the top box, then put that aside with a cover on top to keep it warm.
Now you can look into the bottom brood box. Don’t take too long so work quickly and calmly. The
frames will be stuck together, so crack them apart and pull out the second frame in from the edge.
This is unlikely to have brood in it so it can be hung on the outside of the hive to give you space to
lift out the 3rd frame in. This may have brood in it so quickly scan it both sides and replace it sliding
it towards the side of the hive. The 4th frame in is likely to have more brood in it. Check the brood
pattern to see if it looks reasonably even. Are the grubs pearly white? Are the capped cells a light
brownish colour? Does it smell good? If so, pop it back quickly and pull out the next one. A quick
look at both sides and move on to the next one. The brood will be in the centre four frames and
the other frames should have pollen and honey and the frames next to the hive wall will probably
have nothing in them at this stage. Add you feeder with sugar syrup if necessary. If the brood is
dark and runny and smells bad get onto your club straight away for help with disease. Close your
hive and write up your notes. Call a mentor on our list for help or advice.
GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Solstice Lunch – Held on Sunday 24th June at: Maffra Sporting Club Hotel. A popular activity
with about 35 members enjoying each other’s company and sharing beekeeping yarns.

Photos: Bill Ringin

GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Tuesday 15th MAY 2018 – Sent in By: Sophie Keatinge

Award winning researcher a step closer to breeding Varroa-resistant bees.
Injecting a natural type of bacteria called Wolbachia into the abdomen of honey bees
could help to solve a leading cause of honey bee deaths worldwide.
Dr Emily Remnant from the University of Sydney has spent the past 12 months
investigating immunisation of honey bees against virulent viruses spread by the Varroa
mite.
Varroa is recognised as the world’s most damaging
honey bee pest. While currently not established in
Australia, it poses a huge threat to the international bee
keeping industry and the global food supply chain, with
the commercial value of honey bee pollination valued
between $200 – $500 billion per annum.
Dr Remnant received the Minister for Agriculture and
Water Resources Award in addition to the AgriFutures
Australia sponsored 2017 Science and Innovation
Award for Young People in Agriculture, Fisheries and
Forestry, for her research in this area.
Currently there are no formal strategies in place to protect bees against viruses, but a
recent series of trials undertaken by Dr Remnant and her Sydney based research team
has shown promising results.
“The aim of my research was to improve honey bee health by developing and enabling a
novel method to increase honey bee resistance to viruses using a natural bacterial
symbiont, Wolbachia,” said Dr Remnant.
“The Wolbachia method has been shown to reduce virus levels in other insects and is
currently used to reduce transmission of the dengue fever virus in mosquitos, which
requires the development of Wolbachia positive embryos.
“After multiple unsuccessful attempts to inject Wolbachia directly into embryos, a complex
technique trialled during my fellowship in New Zealand, I developed and implemented an
alternative method of injecting Wolbachia into honey bee queen abdomens.
“The two Awards allowed me to establish a microinjection setup in my own lab, with
specific equipment and honey bee laying cages from the US and NZ, to begin lab trials.
“The initial queen injection protocols showed good results and with continued testing to
generate sufficient samples for sequencing and virus testing, I am hopeful that more good
GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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things will come.”
Generating Wolbachia-positive honey bees is critical to the next stage of Dr Remnant’s
research, as this will determine whether this process can reduce virus levels in honey
bees, and contribute to a new way of enabling virus protection in honey bees.
In addition to this, Dr Remnant explains that there is significant potential for the Australian
bee keeping industry to play a key role in breeding and exporting virus resistant bees
overseas.
“If Wolbachia provides honey bees with virus resistance, this knowledge may lead to the
breeding of virus resistant honey bees in Australia, before Varroa potentially becomes
established.
“Our existing practices in the queen breeding industry are perfectly compatible with
enabling the Wolbachia technology to be rolled out, including the opportunity to export
virus resistant queens to countries already affected by Varroa and associated viruses.”
Dr Emily Remnant was selected as the AgriFutures Australia recipient of the 2017
Science and Innovation Awards for her honey bee research which aligns with AgriFutures
Australia’s vision to grow the long-term prosperity of Australian rural industries.

East Gippsland Bee Care Group
Orbost Sunday 19th August
Beginner Beekeeping Day. Mick Camilleri is the
mentor and beekeeping educator for the Orbost
group. This day was especially for Beginner
Beekeepers and about 20 interested and keen new
beekeepers came. Some bought their own material
with them ready for Mick to show them how to put
it together.
Mick had equipment and Penny bought nails and
eyelets. So Mick gave practical Hands On
demonstrations on making frames, gluing and
nailing them together, wiring and then embedding
the wax foundation. He told them tips on how to
keep burr comb down and why, and answered
many questions. A very successful day.

GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Victorian Beekeeping Clubs Inaugural 2018 Conference
Saturday 2nd June 2018 – Ballarat – Report and images Bill Ringin
Following welcoming comments from local and State
dignitaries, facilitator Costa Georgiardis (pictures right)
introduced speakers to about 250 attendees present.
Doug Purdie of Sydney, spoke on his experiences with
backyard and roof top bee-keeping in the city. Doug
has been involved in bees and beekeeping for the past
12 years, and placed hives and mentored many with an
interest in becoming apiarists. He has also written two
extremely popular books on beekeeping and bee
friendly gardens.
Bec McBride spoke of the growing popularity and
interest in beekeeping, and of the value in getting involved in a local group or club. This, as well as
meeting other beekeepers, helps people to learn, ask questions and share experiences.
Melbourne City Rooftop Honey operators Vanessa Kwiatkowski and Mat Lumalasi outlined their
operation in back yards, community gardens and rooftops, of all sizes and heights across the city.

Trade displays in foyer: Attendees were able to peruse, and purchase
from, a wide range of trade displays in the foyer.
Behavioural Geneticist Professor Ben Oldroyd (pictures right), a
geneticist from University of Sydney talked on his research, along with
work he has done on queens. Ben has worked with beekeepers and
studied the impact of genetics of both the queens and, the often
undervalued drone genetics in directing the future of a colony.

GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Community beekeeping educator, Benedict Hughes (pictured
left) spoke on his role with the Centre for Education and
Research in Environmental Strategies (CERES) at Brunswick in
Melbourne and Danielle Lloyd-Prichard, a Honeybee Educator
with N.S.W. Dept. of Primary Industries at Tocal College, and
the training they offer to beekeepers across the country.

Associate Professor Kymble Spriggs of Melbourne University
and Monash Medical, an Allergist and Immunologist,
explained the make-up of toxins and venoms and their
impacts on humans. Kymble spoke specifically on reactions to
bee stings, from mild and less severe through to life threatening, with about 3% of the population
in this category. Stings are almost inevitable for a beekeeper, but being aware and minimising the
risk, rather than addressing the consequences, is the best option.
The Conference then concluded with a general discussion and gathering in the foyer.

Victorian Apiarists Association 119th Conference 30th May - 1st June 2018 – Ballarat
Report and Photos By: Bill Ringin
The Conference opened at 8.30am with around 105 beekeepers from across the State booked to
attend, as well as interstate and overseas guests.
President Kevin MacGibbon's
report outlined the progress
made over the year in various
areas, but reported frustrations
with the slow progress in some
areas with Government
departments. Advances around
bee sites, fuel reduction burns
and timber harvesting had been
achieved.
It was considered to review the
VAA's Constitution, much of
which has been unchanged for
many years. Items relating to this and some general business items are not included in this report.
VAA Executive
Committee

Conference heard from Joe Riordan (Senior Apiary Officer) and Jessica Millar(Bee Biosecurity Officer)
on DEDJTR's activities with SQRT teams now up to 25 departmental staff and 35 beekeepers. They
also emphasised the importance of honey testing and Laval smear tests to monitor colony health.
They currently have a sentinel hive and swarm catch box program in place at many of the States entry
points.
GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Joe stressed the importance of record keeping and full brood inspections at least twice a year.
Jessica has been working on the Bee Biosecurity on line training roll out and holding training sessions
in regional areas.
Victoria currently has about 7,600 registered beekeepers and it has recently been announced that
approval has been given for the appointment for another Apiary Inspector.
Professor Boris Baer gave a talk, via Skype from California, on the body of work he and others have
been doing on research relating to pollinator health.
Dr. Diana Leemon delivered the AgriFuture (formerly RIRDC) Report. Dr Leemon reported on
projects relating to Manuka and bioactive honeys, Nosema, Small Hive Beetle control, queen
breeding along with pheromone traps.
Jody Gerdts of 'Bee Scientific' spoke on Chalkbrood. Australian bees have significant hygienic traits,
with breeder queens much more likely (x6) to carry these tendencies. Jody emphasised this
behaviour has many flow on benefits. Larva with better fat reserves were less vulnerable to
Chalkbrood and any temperature stress also had a major negative impact. Chalkbrood mummies,
showing dark or black colour indicate an active infection with the white being non active. The
freezing treatment of materials had no impact on chalkbrood.
Associate Professor Peter Temple-Smith (pictured right) of Monash University Obstetrics and
Gynaecology Department has, along with Queen Breeder Nickoliai Faizoulline (centre), have been
conducting research on cryopreservation of bee eggs. Peter detailed the problems experienced
initially in trying to freeze,
and then thaw, a viable egg,
which will then go on to
become a healthy bee. Ass.
Professor Temple-Smith's
research is ongoing.
The day concluded with an
evening presentation by
Professor Norberto Garcia who spoke on beekeeping in his home
country of Argentina.
Friday's Conference began with an update on B-Qual, the industries own Quality Assurance program
delivered by Don Muir. Don outlined the benefits of having a QA certification, particularly for the
beekeeper selling direct to the public or even straight to a honey packer.
VAA's Resources Committee report was given by Chairman Ken Gell. Ken spoke of ongoing
discussions with the Department regarding bee sites, their mapping, marking and the clearing of set
down locations. These issues are significant, with around 4000 sites across the State. The Committee
also monitor fuel reduction burning and timber harvesting, and are looking to the review of Regional
Forest Agreements, due to take place in 2020.
GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Professor Norberto Garcia addressed conference on the issue of honey adulteration. From
Argentina, Professor Garcia, also involved with the Board of Apimondia, spoke in some detail the
threats to beekeeping globally, and the top two are climate change and honey adulteration.
Norberto detailed the magnitude of adulteration with a considerable proportion of honey on the
international market adulterated. Some product sold as honey was shown to contain no honey at
all. This practice is impacting on market prices and will affect honey's standing in the eyes of
consumers.
Co-inventor, with his son Cedar, Stuart Anderson spoke of the development of their 'Flow Hive'.
Stuart outlined the trial and error path of its development, in Queensland, to today, having well over
51,000 customers in 132 countries across the globe using 'Flow Hives' and with orders still coming in.
The Flow Hive concept is theirs and the hives are 100% Australian made and owned.
The Australian Honeybee Industry Council's Their role is to adopt projects that maximise the
efficient use of industry resources to advance the industry.
Recent projects have been supplying specific leadership training, endorsing the Australian Manuka
Honey Association and involvement in the recent apis cerrana incursion in Darwin. AHBIC is currently
in a position of seeking funds to continue their work and would encourage anyone able to consider
making a contribution.
Towards Sustainable Co-existence is the title of a presentation given by Owen Bassett of 'Forest
Solutions'. Owen spoke of previous trial sites along with a current coupe at Barjarg Flat, where an
agreed timber harvesting protocol is being tested. To this point results are indicating a very good
outcome and he hopes for a wider adoption of these principals in other locations.
Following a general business session the 2018
The 2019 Conference to be hosted by Sunraysia Branch.

AUSTRALIA’S CAPILANO HONEY ADMIT SELLING TOXIC AND
POISONOUS HONEY TO CONSUMERS
CAPILANO REVIVES ALLOWRIE BRAND TO SELL CHEAP IMPORTED CHINESE HONEY IN
COLES SUPERMARKETS
Capilano Honey are putting the lives of Australians at risk by knowingly selling honey that is full
of antibiotics, toxins, irradiated pollen from China and alkaloids. Capilano are also deliberately
concealing from consumers the fact that a large percentage of their honey is imported from
China, Mexico, Argentina (where they have a factory), Hungary and Brazil.
Source: http://www.tastyhoney.com/blog/general/capilano-revives-allowrie-brand-to-sell-cheap-importedchinese-honey-in-coles-supermarkets/ Is this True or Fake news?

GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Mentors List
The following beekeepers are happy to chat and help with any queries or questions. If you
live nearby one of the beekeepers you may be able to go and watch them at work or they
may be able to pop over and show you how to check your hives. This is all done under a
voluntary basis.
Name
Linda Filsell
Bill Ringin
Rob West
Luke Wilson
Neville Hirth
Mick Camilleri
Clive Hammet
Neil Barraclough (After 7pm)
Brian Teese

Area
Warragul
Moe
Traralgon
Traralgon
Sale
Lakes Entrance
Swan Reach
Stratford (after 7pm)
Maffra

Phone Number
0438 266 348
0498 594 897
0431 475 784
0438 326 096
0417 347 688
5155 3100
5156 4697
0429 888 706
0419 539 574

For Leongatha area the South Gippsland Beekeepers have a
mentors list.

Thank you to those that submitted articles for this Newsletter. Please
submit copy, questions and comments for the Summer Newsletter to
the Editor before November 8th to: lindafilsell@dcsi.net.au
Or Phone Linda on: 0438 266 348
Photocopying the Newsletter: Important Notice:

With thanks to:

For those members that have an email address it would be
appreciated if you could give us that instead of a postal
address. Our printed copies need to be kept to an absolute
minimum.
Of course if you don’t have an email address then we shall
print out copies. As you can understand email copies don’t cost
us anything which allows us to keep our membership costs very
low. Please call me (Linda) on 0438 266 348 and give me your
email address if you have one. Thank you for that.

Jeff Bourman MLC
Phone (03) 5623 2999 Office: 1/9
Napier Street, Warragul 3820
For printing of this newsletter
funded from Parliament’s
Electorate Office and
Communications budget
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Classifieds

Classifieds

Order Queen Bees now: Queen Breeders
Covey Queens (John)
(Caucasian Queens) 0427 046 966 (Qld)
Denmar Apiaries (Michael)
(Italian Queens) 0448 690 064 (Qld)
David Briggs – Italian & Caucasian
0478 225 081 (Vic) booked out till January
Nicoliai Faizoulline – 0422 299 866
(Dingley Vic) - Carniolan Queens

Classifieds
Please contact the CCG
Community College of
Gippsland
03 5622 6000
susan.morgan@ccg.asn.au
for information on the

Beekeeping for Beginners
Short Course
Wednesday 19th Sept 6:30pm 9:00pm
plus a field day on
Saturday October 6th 1:00pm –
4:30pm in Korumburra

Stan Glowacki Jeeralang Apiaries

Wax Dipping

For all your Beekeeping Supplies

$4.00 per box

Phone: 5122 2641

10 boxes are waxed dipped at a
time, so there may be a waiting
period.

60 Koala Drive, Jeeralang Junction.

Phone: Ron Branch 0409 425 187

Fishers Beekeeping Supplies
are the sole distributor of Beeco Smokers in
the Gippsland region. South Gippsland

Biosecurity for
beekeepers

Beekeeping Equip.
Phone Rob 0437 501 133
or Sharon 5664 4323

Follow the links

www.fishersbeekeeping.com/

http://beeaware.org.au/training/

Give the new Hivekeepers online
portal a go and send us your feedback

Contact Bronwyn Barton on 0433 035

https://hivekeepers.com/introducing-the-newhivekeepers-online-portal/ .

Online course

143. Beginner Beekeeping booklets only
$2.00 Plus Postage. or email:
bbbabarton@gmail.com

GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au
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Upcoming Events
GAA
If you are coming, or want
further information or have
special dietary requirements,
please contact:
Renee Phillips 0428 251 802
Brian Teese 0419 539 574
South Gippsland Branch
President: Bron Barton 0433 035 143
Secretary: Colin Goodwin 0438 545 145
South Gippsland
Beekeepers
Facebook Page
http://www.southgippslandbeekee
pers.org.au/

2018
Beekeeping Field day
at Bundalaguah school
Sunday 18th
November 10am start.
Xmas break up Sunday
25th November at
Metung hotel 12 noon
onwards.
2nd Thursday of each month starting
at 7.30pm at St Peters Anglican Church Hall,
Cnr McCartin & Bruce St's, Leongatha. The meeting
is followed by supper with tea, coffee and nibbles.

Next meeting: 13th September
Simon Mildren will be talking about the new
beekeeping app called Hive Keepers App
We will also be having a panel discussion plus Q&A on
Spring hive checks & Swarm prevention
11th October:

John Edmonds will be talking about
Queen Rearing and the new supplement used in that
process.
8th Nov: Bill Ringin is coming to give us an account of
his time spent at the Port of Melbourne during the
varroa Incursion event in June. Also show the Sugar
Shake test

West Gippsland Community
Group

4th Wednesday of the month at 7pm – located at

West Gippsland Beekeepers

Facebook page for more details

Central Gippsland
Sale Beekeeping Group
Phone Neil Barraclough

At Sale Greyhound Club 3rd Saturday of the month at
10.30am in the Champions room.

0429 888 706
neilbarra@bigpond.com

Renee Phillips 0428 251 802

East Gippsland Bee Care
Group
Media contact- Penny Gray5154 2843 or 0429 142 225

the YFC Rooms 22 Normanby Street Warragul

15th Sept: Cut out swarm from a wine barrel and frame
making. At 36 Eremin Court Warwick. 10.30am
20th October: Removing swarm from under floor, easy to get
to. 26 Paradise Beach Rd in Paradise Beach.10.30am
17th November: Hive inspections at the Greyhound Club.
10.30am

Meetings every third Sunday of each month and are
held at the Orbost Community 1:30pm - 3:30pm.
16th Sept – Guest Presenter David Briggs – Queen
Breeding
21st October – Flow Hive
18th November – Visit Ian Cane’s Commercial business
Bruthen See our Facebook Page for more details.
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Please supply the Editor with any details that are currently
incorrect. Thank you.

GAA Executive Contact

Ian Cane

Bill Ringin

Linda Filsell

Position

Name

Phone

E mail

President

Neville Hirth

5143 2952

salehirth@gmail.com

Vice President

Brian Teese

0419 539 574

brianteese@icloud.com

Secretary

Bill Ringin

5633 1326
0498594897

billr9@dcsi.net.au

Assistant Secretary

Renee Phillips

0428 251 802

brianreneephillips@bigpond.com

Treasurer

Rob West

5174 1390

r-rwest@wideband.net.au

Assistant Treasurer

Sue Harding

0408 343 779

hardstein@bigpond.com

Committee

Neil Barraclough

0429 888 706

neilbarra@bigpon.com

Of Management

Ian Cane

0428 516325

iancane@bigpond.com

Mick Camilleri

5155 3100

Neville Hirth

5143 2952

----salehirth@gmail.com

Brian Teese

0419 539 574

Clive Hammet

5156 4697

Neville Hirth

Rob West

brianteese@icloud.com

Newsletter Editor

Linda Filsell

Web Master

Post, email or
phone with Copy

0438 266348

49 Blackwood Park Road Warragul South
3821

DPI Apiary Inspector

Joe Riordan

0260 304516

Joe.riordan@depi.vic.gov.au

lindafilsell@dcsi.net.au

Thank you to those that submitted articles for this Newsletter. Please
submit copy, questions and comments for the Summer Newsletter to
the Editor before November 8th to: lindafilsell@dcsi.net.au
Or Phone Linda on: 0438 266 348
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GIPPSLAND APIARSTS ASSOCIATION Inc.
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP or RENEWAL
Please Note: You can pay your subscription by Cheque, Bank Funds Transfer or by
depositing cash into the account below. We do ask that if you wish to deposit cash or transfer
funds we need Your Name quoted as a Reference for the payment.
Bank details are: National Bank BSB 083 519 Account No. 04 922 7767
Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________ Post code: ___________
Telephone No: (

) ________________

Mobile No: ________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________________________
No of Colonies

Subscription Fee



0–5

$ 15.00

6 – 50

$ 20.00

50 and over

$ 40.00

□
□
□

Signature: ____________________________________________________
Please fill in the form above and either Email it to: r-rwest@wideband.net.au
Or Post it to: The Treasurer, G.A.A. Inc: Rob West, 2 Walhalla Court, Traralgon VIC. 3844
We thank you for your valued support

GAA Website: www.gippslandbees.org.au

